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Announcing the June 1990 
PUBLIC AUCTION SALE OF WORKS 


FROM THE NUMISMATIC LIBRARY 
OF JOHN W. ADAMS 


Copies of the illustrated, large format sale catalogue may be 
reserved by sending $10.00 before April 15th. After April 
15th, the price of the catalogue will be $15.00. 

NBS members may receive a copy of the catalogue by sending $5.00. 


GEORGE FREDERICK KOLBE 


Fine Numismatic Books 
Post Office Drawer 3100 « Crestline, California 92325 
Telephone: [714] 338-6527 Fax: [714] 338-6980 
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NBS news & notes 


The annual meeting of the Numismatic Bibliomania Society will be held 
during the American Numismatic Society convention in Seattle this August. 
Our President Lowe reports that Remy Bourne has persuaded John Pittman 
to be the speaker at our meeting; it is always a pleasure to listen to that 
perennially young numismatist. 


John Bergman, Secretary Treasurer, reports: Since the Pittsburgh ANA 
Convention we have added 53 new members. Most of the credit goes to our 
member book dealers who have sent out membership applications with their 
catalogs. One dealer, The Money Tree, picked up half the dues ($7.50) for 
those they enlisted. We also wish to thank the members who sent us donations 
along with their dues. The return-addressed dues notice envelopes used this 
year have greatly increased first dues notice payments. Some may not have 
received their notices or acted upon them. If a red dot appears in the night 
hand corner of your address label you are among this group. 

In answer to questions most often received: 


1) We do not issue membership cards or life memberships. 


2) We do not mind receiving dues payments in US cash ($20) from our foreign 
members if they do not mind taking the risk of loss, which is slight. We realize 
that most of our overseas members do not maintain U.S. bank accounts and 
that the cost is high to purchase a check drawn on a U.S. bank. Please do not 
send checks drawn on foreign banks as it costs us $20 to cash them. 


3) Back issues of The asylum are available: Vol. 1, Nos. 1,2/3,4; Vol. 2, Nos. 
1,2,3,4; Vol. 3, Nos. 1,2,3/4; Vol. 4, Nos. 1/2,3,4; Vol. 5, Nos. 1,2,3,4; Vol. 6, 
Nos. 1,2,3,4; Vol. 7, Nos. 1,2,3,4; Vol. 8, No. 1. Issues of Vol. 1 are 
photocopies; all others are original. Each issue is $4 delivered in the U.S. and 
Canada, $5 delivered to all other countries. Order from NBS, 4223 Iroquois 
Ave., Lakewood, CA 90713, USA. 9) 
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To the editor 
Judge J. Roger Persichilli writes 


We all know Armand Champa, at least by reputation, as an avid and 
knowledgeable collector of U.S. numismatic literature. Many met him as the 
host who during the 1988 ANA convention generously opened his home and 
library to members of our society. Those who have had business dealings with 
him know that the business side quickly becomes secondary. 


On December 25, 1989, I had the dreaded misfortune of a house fire. The 
house was seriously damaged, but thankfully the only injury I suffered was to 
my eyes, corrected by glasses, an eventuality which thus arrived sooner than 
my forty seven years would otherwise have anticipated. In the fire I lost my 
ANA catalogs, a rather complete numismatic library, a pristine set of the 
1920’s Van Loons, a miscellany of cherished books, and other assorted personal 
property (it seems that only old and tired clothing resisted extreme heat). The 
core of my library remains intact, but some old friends are gone. Intellectually 
I realize that these are material things, just things, but premature partings are 
inevitably difficult to accept. 


Champa apparently learned about it from our booklovers’ community’s 
grapevine, because the smoke was not quite cleared when a UPS package was 
on my doorstep, a large package with a warm letter from Louisville, Kentucky. 
Need I say more? Yes! Thank you, Armand Champa; you area friend. 2 


David W. Lange writes that he is compiling a history of the Pacific Coast 
Numismatic Society for their 75th anniversary. He needs photographs of the 
first officers: Fred T. Huddart, A.C. Nygren, I. Leland Steinman, A. Reimers, 
Basil Brandon, Alfred Twitchell, H.L. Hill, as well as nationally known 
members Norman Schultz, Hugo Landecker, Victor D. Brenner, Harvey 
Hansen, Jacques Schnier, Ernest Wernstron, Abe Kosoff. He also would like 
photographs of the 1915 and 1949 ANA conventions held in S.F. If you can 
help him, write him at P.O. Box 190476, San Francisco, Calif. 94119. 9) 
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From the editor 


In a letter to the editor published in this magazine a few years ago someone 
announced that he would never join an organization which included Jiblio- 
maniac in its name and even called its journal "The Asylum". This led to a 
movement to change the society’s name; apparently the opprobrium attached 
to such words leads some people of dim intellect to fail to recognize the spirit 
of playfulness which led Collins and Kolbe (booksellers both) to name us as 
they did. The arrogance with which people such as the hotel queen ascribe 
importance to themselves would be explained by a follower of Freud as an 
attempt to mask an inferiority complex. Burns in his lines about seeing 
ourselves as others see us calls that a gift; it is perhaps a Trojan horse. 


One of the articles in this issue raises the question of rarity of books. Many 
people who know a little about the history of books think of the Gutenberg 
Bible when the subject of rarity is raised. Without going into the question of 
the thirty-six line Bible versus the forty-two line Bible, I mention the fact that 
both the Ambrosian Library in Italy and the Morgan Library in this country 
have two copies of the Gutenberg Bible; there are more than thirty other 
copies known. It seems that every few years another one shows up. More to 
our point, perhaps, is David Bowers’ 1973 How to start a coin collection, a copy 
of which turned up in Money Tree’s seventh mail bid sale less than two 
months after Mr Bowers had publicized its existence at an NBS meeting. 


When a book turns up at auction too often for a bibliopole to call it rare, he 
will find something else with which to puff his offering. What he likes best, 
of course, is to have the author’s own copy, preferably with corrections and 
additions intended for the next edition. Next best is an inscribed presentation 
copy, better if it is in a special binding. If a book is a first edition, that is a 
strong selling point. If the book is the last edition it becomes the best edition. 
If the book is in its original binding or casing, that is emphasized. If it has been 
rebound or recased, he extols the value of the repairs. Books a hundred years 
old are "still important” and books published ten years ago are "the standard 
work on the subject”. 2 


Spring, 1990 7 


Thank you, Wayte Raymond 
by Thomas D. Harrison 


UMISMATIC publications in recent years having detailed million dollar 

auction sales, what an experience it is to turn back the clock to the 
early 1940’s and examine a catalog from another era. In 1942, when the annual 
subscription rate to Numismatist was three dollars, Wayte Raymond conducted 
his 54th mail bid sale. The October 27 sale contained 789 lots, with a total 
prices realized of $3511.64. Yes, that is an amazing $4.45 per lot! Unlike the 
catalogs to which we have become accustomed in recent years, this modest 
catalog does not possess a glossy colored cover, not even an illustration of a 
single coin. The discerning eye of the bibliomaniac will instantly discover the 
dramatic evolution of the numismatic industry during the past fifty years. 


Within the twenty pages of this catalog, one-line, simplistic descriptions of the 
coins predominate. There seems to be little or no educational value in the 
listings the author prepared. This is a paradox. Raymond is accorded the 
stature of a leading numismatic scholar during the first half of this century. 
The inquisitive bibliophile can only wonder what the bids might have been 
had this luminary related bits of numismatic history or personal anecdotes to 
the various lots. 


This example of what the numismatist of the previous generation was offered 
may spark our imagination as to what the future holds for our hobby. 
Envision yourself receiving the winning bid on lot #32, distinguished as the 
highest priced coin in the sale. Mr Raymond described the coin as "a rare 
Dahlonega quarter eagle, 1854, uncirculated, one of the finest known". The 
cataloger, author of the Standard catalog of United States coins, which preceded 
the Red book, valued this lot at $150 in very fine condition. The grand sum of 
$137.50 would have placed this treasure in your cabinet. Placing second in this 
price-is-right sale was lot #7, the only other coin to be knocked down for 
more than $100. This three dollar gold piece was described as an 1877 proof, 
very slightly rubbed in the field. The estimate was $150. The price realized was 
an enthusiastic $107.50. 


8 The Asylum 


Despite the humble appearance of this auction catalog there is a deceptive 
amount of information trapped within its covers for the numismatist of the 
late twentieth century. First, this catalog and similar jewels hold track records 
for us to study. The prices-realized lists for these sales make our minds reel 
with what it would be like to step back in history. From these catalogs we 
discover the evolution of the catalogs. Because the hobby has been transformed 
into an industry of dramatic proportions never dreamed of by those who first 
received these catalogs, the question arises: What will be the format of the 
auction sale catalogs of the twenty first century? Perhaps the greatest benefit 
of investigating this catalog would be to inspire the reader to explore the 
author’s many numismatic accomplishments. 


As our curiosity about Wayte Raymond mounts we may turn to our library 
shelves for back issues of the Numusmatist or reference books which may 
enlighten us about this numismatic leader. He was born November 9, 1886, 
in Norwalk, Connecticut. At the age of sixteen his interest in coins impelled 
him to join the ranks of the American Numismatic Association, securing 
membership number 396. The many publications he produced testify that 
Raymond’s curiosity knew no bounds. He studied and dealt in all facets of 
numismatics. While many of his dealings were in classic rarities for leading 
collectors, many of his innovative publications were directed toward the 
average collector. His Standard catalog of United States coins, published in 
eighteen editions from 1934 to 1957, helped form a springboard for the hobby 
as it moved into the second half of the twentieth century. This valuable book 
provided the collector with a detailed price guide as well as a great deal of 
information regarding mintage figures, proof coins, patterns, and coins of the 
Philippine Islands. 


His additional pioneering works included Coins of the world, 19th century and 
Coins of the world, 20th century. These well illustrated volumes provided price 
listings for many world coins in a concise form. The coin collector’s journal 
stands as a witness to Wayte Raymond’s great, diverse knowledge. This vast 
warehouse of information encompasses nearly the entire numismatic spectrum. 
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I discussed one small Raymond auction catalog; he authored or co-authored 
over one hundred fifty, many of them large-format sales of coins from leading 
collectors of the day (the Austin collection in 1912, G.P. Delaney’s coins in 1912, 
the latter under the company name of U.S. Coins). His many other publications 
(in great demand today) included Coin and medal bulletin (1916-1933) and Coin 
topics (1936-1940). 


In 1952 Wayte Raymond received his fifty year gold medal from the American 
Numismatic Association. Four year later he passed away, on September 23, 
1956, in New York City. His accomplishments and contributions rank him 
among the elite numismatists. Today’s bibliomaniacs are fortunate that he left 
so many valuable publications to be included in our libraries. 9} 


Additional Notes about Wayte Raymond’s publications 


Raymond’s earliest standard catalog is thought by Ken Lowe to be the 1928 
United States gold coins of the Philadelphia and branch mints; a standard catalog 
giving the retail values of all United States gold coins (card covers, 36 pp + 6 
plates). In 1931 Raymond published Private gold coins struck in the United 
States, 1830-1861; a complete illustrated list of the various coins issued by private 
assayers in Georgia, Carolina, Colorado, Utah, Oregon, and California (card 
covers, 32 pp) and The United States copper coins; an illustrated catalogue of all 
the types and principal varieties of the copper cents and half cents, 1793 to 1857, to 
which has been added a complete description of the copper-nickel, bronze and nickel 
coins to date (24 pp). 


The first Coin collector’s journal had been published by Scott & Co., 1876- 
1888. Raymond’s Cozn collector’s journal began in 1934. The final issue, whole 
number 160, 1958, was a sixteen page card-covered monograph by Walter 
Breen, "United States Half Dimes: a supplement". Also in 1934 appeared the 
Standard catalogue of United States coins, 38 pp, self-covered. The enlarged 
edition of 1937 was titled Standard catalogue of United States coins and currency, 
a supplement to this was issued on 4/1/37. Raymond issued seventeen editions 
of this self-proclaimed standard catalog, his last in 1954, although from 1942 
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it had as competitor the bluebook, the Yeoman Handbook of United States coins 
with premium list and from 1947 the redbook, Yeoman’s Guidebook of United 
States coins. 


The first edition of Coins of the world, the standard catalogue of twentieth century 
issues, containing a complete list of all the coins issued by the countries of the whole 
world, their colonies or dependencies, with illustrations of most of the types and the 
average valuations among collectors and dealers was copyrighted by Wayte 
Raymond, Inc. in 1938 (232 pp, hard covers). The foundation for this work 
was supplied by Howland Wood; the book was edited by Wayte Raymond and 
Stuart Mosher. The list of contributors includes many prominent collectors 


and dealers of the period: 
The American Numismatic Society 
F.C.C. Boyd 

David W. Bullowa 
William I. Clark 

O.P. Ecklund 

A.J. Fecht 

H.D. Gibbs 

Julius Guttag 

Mortimer Hammel 

I.W. Hoffecker 

B.G. Johnson 

Edward T. Newell 

M.M. O'Reilly 

Moritz Wormser 

A.H.F. Baldwin 

J.G. Becklake 


Etienne Bourgey 
Arthur B. Coole 
R.J. Edmunds 

Rolf Falck-Muus 
D.D. Ghosal 
Adolph Hess Co. 
Berta Holmsberg 
Maurice Grenier-Laforex 
Porcher & Klabin 
P. & P. Santa Maria 
Jacques Schulman 
M. Schulman 

B.A. Seaby 

Spink & Son 

P. Tinchant 

H.G. Williams 
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The introduction to Coins of the world explains the genesis of the book: 


"Slightly over a year ago the publisher of this book approached Howland 
Wood, curator of the American Numismatic Society, with the request to 
prepare a list of the coins of the world struck since the beginning of the 
twentieth century. His lifetime study of modern coins and his familiarity with 
the extensive collections of the Society, enabled him to compile this list 
without great difficulty and before his death, early this year, his manuscript 
was nearly finished. It was a work in which he took great interest. No detail 
was too small for his attention and no problem too perplexing for his patience 
and learning. 


"The editors, not without some apprehension, completed his manuscript and 
then began the final editing. It has been a task far greater than anticipated and 
only knowledge that the book would fill a long felt want among collectors has 
encouraged them to complete the work as originally planned. 


"Too much credit cannot be given to the various contributors throughout the 
world. They have given unsparingly of their time and advice, without which 
the list would be not nearly as complete. 


"The question of valuations presented a problem all of its own. It must be 
taken into consideration that, regardless of the exchange value of a coin, the 
obtaining of it from the country of origin entails expense above any 
commissions made for the purchase. The legitimate profit of an established 
coin dealer must also be taken into consideration. The values expressed are for 
mint specimens of the more recent issues and very fine coins of the earlier part 
of the century. 


"It would be foolhardy to claim that such a book as this is without error. The 
editors will be grateful for corrections and additions and feel that the 
arrangement they have used in listing the various issues will permit the student 
to discover such without difficulty.” 
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The success of Raymond’s volume on twentieth century world coins (second 
edition in 1945, third in 1948, fourth in 1951, and fifth in 1955) led him to 
publish his Coins of the world; nineteenth century issues, containing an extensive 
list of the silver and minor coins issued by the countries of the whole world, their 
colonies or dependencies, with illustrations of the principal or most interesting types 
and giving the average valuation among collectors and dealers. The first edition 
appeared in 1947 and the second in 1953. In these volumes of nineteenth 
century coins the simple alphabetical arrangement by country name was 
abandoned for a confusing geographical arrangement: 


NORTH AMERICA SPANISH-AMERICAN MINTS 
United States of America Mexico 
Canada Guatemala 
Nova Scotia Santa Fe de Bogata 
Prince Edward Island Popayan 
New Brunswick Lima 
Newfoundland Cuzco 
Mexico Potosi 
CENTRAL AMERICA Santiago 
Guatemala SOUTH AMERICA 
Costa Rica EUROPE 
Honduras AFRICA 
British Honduras ASIA AND THE EAST INDIES 
Salvador PACIFIC ISLANDS 
Nicaragua 


WEST INDIES 
British West Indies 
French West Indies 
General French Colonies 
Dutch West Indies 
Dominican Republic 
Haiti 
Cuba 
Puerto Rico 
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Although, as Raymond says, "A geographical arrangement of the contents... 
avoids the artificial groupings resulting from an alphabetical arrangement", he 
overlooks the fact that when two neighboring countries obtain their coins 
from different foreign mints their geographical proximity does not lead to 
similarities in their coinages. 


QUINS AS AN INVESTMENT 


qMany harsh words have been said about collectors who 
interest themselves in a natural speculation as to whether or 


not the coins they are buying to-day will have appréciated in 
value ten years from now. 

qNumismatists of the old school tell us that the true collector 
is not interested in any such appreciation in the value of his 
collection but derives his entire profit and pleasure from the 
coins while in his hands. 

{We feel, however, that the average American collector while 
he greatly enjoys his coins also feels very pleased if on 
disposing of his collection he realizes a profit. 

qWe know of no other series of coins more likely to 
materially increase in value than United States Gold. Very 
few collectors at present realize the rarity of the early gold 
of our country. We must remember that few of our early 
citizens boasted of any great fortunes and while a number of 
silver and copper coins may have been laid one side and 
saved it is very unlikely that many gold coins were preserved. 
It is probable that the floating supply of these coins is about 
all there is in existence. 

{We have a splendid stock of all United States Gold Coins 


and will send our catalogue of these with prices marked. 


The United States Coin Co. Inc. 


200 Fifth Avenue 
NEW YORK 


Room 812 Tel. Gramercy 4023 


A Wayte Raymond 1912 advertisement 
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Clapp’s United States cents... 


URING a visit to the Carnegie Museum Frank Katen looked through 

a copy of George Clapp’s privately printed United States cents of the years 
1798-1799 and found inserted the quotation from the printer for that book. 
Here are the specifications from the Eddy Press Corporation: 


General Special Private Edition of Booklet, "The United States Cents of 
Description “i 
the Years 1798-1799. 


No. of Copies 125 Copies of the Regular Linen Edition - 10 DeLuxe Edition on 
Full Morocco Leather. 


Size Text, 9 1/4" x 12"; Inserts, 9 1/4" x 12"; Case Covers, 
approximately 9 3/8" x 12 1/4" 


No. of Pages Approximately 72 pages. 


Paper, Aurelian Natural Laid Antique, 160# (M) basis. 


Inside or Text 


Paper, Cover Regular Edition Case Covers to be as per our sample submitted. 
and End Leaves aie 4 
DeLuxe Edition as per our sample of leather submitted. 


Art Work & All art work for cover and backbone to be furnished by us and 
EB i r 
neraving® all other art work for special letters, heads of cents, etc., to be 


furnished by you. 


Composition To be according to your manuscript submitted to us and set into 
treatments to be okehed by you. 


Presswork, To be carefully made ready and printed in two colors, the second 
Inside or Text gine : : 
color entering into the embellishment on the title page. 


Spring, 1990 15 


Bresswork Cover on both editions to be die stamped from dies furnished by 
a is us in a fine quality of gold leaf on the front and backbone. 


Binding Both editions are to be section sewed and put into special cases, 
sample of binding was submitted by us. 


Prices For 125 copies of the Regular Edition and 10 copies of the DeLuxe 
Edition, according to the above specifications and also including 
all plates for special letters, heads of cents and electrotypes for 
SAM o4 t.. Pye eer., f PhTSR Se eae es Be Bok. $1152.00 


Mr Clapp apparently accepted this proposal on 22 October 1931. Mr Katen 
also found inserted in the book the paid bill, for 126 linen and 9 leather copies 
(the quotation form included the statement, "The number of copies may vary 
ten per cent more or less and will accordingly be charged or credited pro rata 
for the material, presswork, and binding"). It appears that the leather for the 
cases of the special copies was specially ordered and that the order was too 
small. 


"George H. Clapp was one of the most prominent names in American 
numismatics. He was the founder and president of the Aluminum Company 
of America, and held an insatiable appetite for collecting seashells and large 
cents. The latter collection, one of the largest and finest ever formed, now 
reposes in the American Numismatic Society, in New York." 


Jack Collins. Auction catalogue I, p 24. 
N 


The Asylum 


REET TERETE Sem SEEN Ser AERP A TRB 


‘ 7 owe. F. DUNHAM, 


Easy Finding List | 


Canadian and United States | 
_ U.S. Colonial and 


Territorial 
COINS 
| HARD TIMES TOKENS 


ENCASED U. S. 
POSTAGE STAMPS 


By 


(reduced) 


Spring, 1990 17 


Dunham’s easy finding list 


David H. Cohen wants to share with society members quotations from a price list 
he has which was published by William F. Dunham, Numismatist. The list 1s 
undated but is perhaps from the late 1930°s. Max Mehl’s sale, "The W.F. Dunham 
collection" was to be held on 3 June 1941. -Ed. 


"Los Angeles, California 

s/Avieean nearly seventy years of busy numismatic labor, at the ripe old age 

of three score and ten plus three, now living on borrowed time, I 

consider it my duty to leave a slight token of my love and friendship to my 
many numismatic friends. 


I therefore dedicate this volume to the members of the A.N.A. 
Sincerely yours, 
William F. Dunham, 
A.N.A. 361" 


Dunham’s list included U.S. coins from half cents to double eagles, many in several 
conditions. In some cases in is hard to tell whether his P stands for Philadelphia or 
proof. The most interesting entry is this: 


“1804. “lype No. 3. There are six UNITED STATES SILVER DOLLARS 
struck from the original dies of 1804. 
Statement by Jacob B. Eckfeldt, Assayer, U.S. Mint Phila. .. 1842 
Statement by R.A. McClure, Curator U.S. Mint Phila. .... 1880 
Statement by A.L. Snowden, Superintendent Mint Phila. ... 1853 
We have carefully weighed and tested these six 1804 dollars. The dies and 
dollars are genuine U.S. Mint issues as shown by the Government mint 
records. 


S.H. & H. Chapman, reliable numismatists, 1875 to 1930, guarantee 
indefinitely these 6 original pieces, as they have all passed through their sales. 
P $3600. 
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In 1869 the 1804 dies, together with all made since 1793 were destroyed, since 
that date yearly, all dies are defaced except the original master dies. 
Conspirators coined ten dollars in 1969 from the genuine 1804 dies, but could 
not find several parts of the dies, and substituted other dates. -They were all 
recovered and melted except one in the Mint collection." 


Mr Dunham felt the need of sharing his wit and wisdom with his fellow 
numismatists and filled a page with these nuggets: 


"When his Satanic Majesty has nothing else to do, he teaches weak 
Numismatists the art of altering ordinary coins to appear like rare valuable 
pieces. 


It is the rarity of the piece in your collection that counts. Ninety-nine per cent 
of the failures is due to lack of system. 


You cannot help but feel sorry for the poor millionaire without a collection. 
See how he misses it. His is indeed a hard lot. 


What kind of money is a counterfeit coin? Ans. No money. 


The world’s uniques are still uncollected. The eyes of millions of eager 
collectors are searching the battlefields. This is a century unparalleled in 
Numismatics. 


The reason your copper cents turn green is on account of the olive oil with 
which you anoint them. The oil turns rancid and then generates oleic acid, 
that attacks and corrodes the metal. Clean copper coins with pure grain 
alcohol, using a soft tooth brush, avoid rubbing too much, as it will rub the 
natural oxide color off and leave bright spots, injuring the appearance and 
value of the piece. After drying carefully, wrap in grass bleached tissue paper 
and years later when you come to examine them, they will be found as 
beautiful as the day you wrapped them up. Never use a brush on silver or 
gold. 
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Never attempt to clean a proof coin--a little color is an added charm. 
Collecting is always the same, a joyous, thrilling, fascinating, entrancing 
recreation from labor. 


Give yourself an accomplishment, a chance to do something that you can 
enjoy, take pride in. Tear yourself away from drudgery, make a fine collection 
and be happy. 


A lady can have “loose change’ and still have a good character. Down the 
troublesome paths of centuries march the mighty historic hosts, the silvery 
ghosts of Macedonia, the grim bronze giants of Rome, and the brilliant throng 
of this century. We salute you each in turn. 


There are millions of eager, anxious little collectors. There are three 
qualifications that will give you the mastery of numismatics; they will open 
the door of opportunity and success. A good memory, a good library of 
information, and sterling honesty. 


A Chicago numismatist is said to save ice bills by keeping a cool thousand 
dollars on his desk. 


A pretty young lady married an old one-leg stamp collector. She says he gets 
hopping mad when she objects to his buying old stamps. The bidders at an 
auction sale ran the price up so high that all fell out but one--nobody injured. 


Rockefeller is the richest man in the world, but his fortune started with a 
silver dollar. It must have been one of those rare old 1804 silver dollars. 


A Hartford collector remarked that so much tobacco was raised there that his 
wife wore Havana wrappers. 


A collector securing a good historical line of coins is an honor to his craft, but 
the one that turns out a poor misshapen aggregation is scarcely an 
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improvement on the one who joins the society and merely stands by and looks 
on. 


When importuned to purchase a poor worn smooth coin, say a-prayer. When 
paying for it, say two prayers, and when you show it to your friends say three 
prayers and add, ’Never again.’ 


Give us this day our daily bread 

We often say at night in bed. 

We slumber under our cozy roofs 

While dealers are raising the price of proofs. 


It’s no use to hurry when you are buying poor coins--you’ll get a junk 
collection soon enough.” 2. 


The rarest numismatic title 


by Robert Zavos 


HE rarest numismatic title ever seen at public auction was offered at 

George Kolbe’s Auction Sale XLII, 2 February 1990. Many will have 
their own idea about the rarest title in a sale which included many classic 
numismatic books among the seven hundred lots, but there is one which 
stands out above the others in terms of rarity. 


If we play the game of guessing the rarest of the rare (a favorite game of 
bibliomaniacs) we get as many different choices as we have people. One 
candidate is Maris’ 1881 Cozns of New Jersey. Another favorite is the Eckfeldt 
and DuBois Manual of gold and silver coins of all nations. To those interested 
in auction catalogs it might be a plated Elder or Chapman. 


These all pale in comparison to a work by Kamal Ahwash. Collectors of seated 
liberty coins realize that his Encyclopedia of United States liberty seated dimes is 
an important and original work but not particularly rare, and they are right. 
But that is not the Ahwash which was offered in the Kolbe sale! What was 
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offered was Ahwash’s book on half dimes! A longtime seated liberty collector, 
I was unaware of this rarity until last September, when it was offered as lot 33 
in Kolbe’s mail bid sale 41. At first I thought it was simply a misprint, since 
it was published in 1977 and contained 411 pages, like his popular seated-dime 
book. How could Ahwash have produced two books with 411 pages in the 
same year, both in dark blue covers? In that auction I bid $30, not wanting to 
alert anyone if it wasn’t a misprint. If Ahwash did write a half-dime version 
it would be so rare I couldn’t afford it, since I knew it was not even in 
Armand Champa’s library. 


Unfortunately I did not win that lot and forgot about it until I received the 
catalog for Kolbe’s February 2 sale. I knew the earlier listing could not have 
been a misprint when I found the half-dime book offered five times, lots 82, 
83, 84, 194, and 432. And two of these were deluxe hard-cover editions. What 
an offering: five copies of Ahwash’s Encyclopedia of liberty seated half dimes, a 
book I did not know existed until last year! This time I would be a bit more 
generous; I would bid up to thirty three dollars. I had three shots at it. With 
the ten percent surcharge the cost would be just about that of my seated dime 
book. These two would make a handsome pair on my shelf. Not only would 
I be envied by society members for having such a rarity; I could also use it to 
augment my copy of Valentine on half dimes. That was a great contribution 
for its time (1931) but was getting outdated, and even though Walter Breen did 
a supplement in 1958, a 1977 complete work on the series would be great. 


P.S. GREAT NEWS! Today my invoice arrived from Crestline and I found 
out I did win one of the copies. My check is in the mail and I am rearranging 
my already tight library shelf to maximize exposure to my new acquisition. I 
am even getting my half dime collection from the bank vault for new 
insights. n 
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The printer’s devil 
by Joel Orosz 


In the last number I violated the boundaries of good taste and right thinking, 
profaning the pages of The Asylum with a discussion of numismatic investment 
literature. Good bibliophiles everywhere recoiled from this sacrilege and little 
dreamed that I would have the audacity to sin again, yet the crime is about to 
be repeated, albeit with your columnist’s solemn promise to stick to more 
sacred subjects in the future. 


Last time the focus was on A guide to coin investment, an incunable of 
numismatic literature written by Dr Robert Bilinski in 1957. As you will 
recall, this is a research-based study of the past performance of coins as 
investments and a series of predictions of their future potential. While Dr 
Bilinski was a frank advocate of coin investing, nonetheless the tone of the 
book was reasonable and well supported by documentation. 


This time the spotlight turns to Dr Bilinski’s evil twin, the prolific and prolix 
George W. Haylings. If the two were characters from literature Bilinski would 
be Cooper’s Pathfinder, while Haylings would be Lewis’ Elmer Gantry. To 
put it in plainer terms, Bilinski was an explorer and Haylings a huckster. 


George Haylings knew whereof he wrote. He was among the hardy pioneers 
who began investing in coins when people liked Ike, in 1954 to be precise. In 
the late fifties and early sixties he wrote first chapters (in Hidden dollars and 
Vacations unlimited) and then books (The profit march of your coins from 1935 
to 1968 and The profit march of the buffalos & indians from 1935 to 1970) on the 
subject of coin investments. They were well received in their own time, and 
some ran to more than one edition. It seems reasonable to assume that some 
of today’s mighty market makers cut their speculative teeth on the Profit 
march books. Recent comments have not been quite as enthusiastic. George 
Kolbe, in his forty third catalog, sold as lot nine a group of sixteen books 
which included two Profit marches. His tart comment on the lot speaks 
volumes: "Just the group of books to have on a cold winter’s night beside the 
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fireplace. If they don’t make sense they’ll make good kindling." 


Not many critics would disagree with Kolbe. The Profit marches are not 
merely full of hype; hype oozes from every page. There can be no question 
that Haylins’ Underwood had its exclamation mark worn smooth. His 
breathless can-you-top-this style becomes grating very quickly. But what of the 
content? To answer that question I consulted Haylings’ The profit march of 
your investment, 1935-1971, first edition, 1964. 


To a large extent the contents of this book prove the truth of the old adage, 
"It’s better to be lucky than to be smart.” In 1964 even a complete tyro could 
have randomly selected coins from the pages of The guide book, boldly 
predicted substantial increases in their prices by 1971, and have been almost 
100% correct. To wax metaphorical, Haylings had the good fortune to predict 
that ships would rise just as the tide was coming in. 


However, not even the significant increase in coin prices between 1964 and 
1971 was enough to fulfill the expansive optimism of George W. Haylings. 
Where Bilinski’s cautious predictions were frequently exceeded, Haylings never 
met a coin whose potential he didn’t overestimate. Consider these gems of the 
fortune teller’s art: 


1942 S cent $2315 per roll by 1971 (actual 1971 average $125) 
1937 proof set $1390 by 1971 (actual 1971 average $350) 


1950 D nickel. "The king of all rolls! Number One on the ’top’ list! Without 
a doubt the gilt edge security in the coin investment field... I am predicting 
that the price will be $10,000 per roll... in 1970-71, 157 times 1954 price!” Alas, 
the gilt tarnished off the edge of this security; in 1971 Mr Haylings could have 
purchased every 1950 D nickel in the world for well under $50 per roll. 


1952 D nickel. "The sleeper of all times in my opinion"--$2175 per roll by 
1971. Actually, in 1971 $2175 could have purchased about twenty five rolls of 
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uncirculated 1952 D nickels. Sic transit gloria nummorum. 


We should feel indebted to Haylins for providing us with such howlers, but 
in our mirth we should take care not to miss a serious transition. In 1957 Dr 
Bilinski believed that a coin investor was by definition a collector. To him 
investment was merely a new angle on collecting. Haylings, on the other hand, 
saw the investor as a new and completely distinct critter. Since good old- 
fashioned greed filled the investor’s soul there was no point in confusing him 
with the facts, particularly not when he seemed to have an insatiable appetite 
for preposterous claims. Bye-bye Bilinski; hello Haylings; so long to the age of 
innocence in numismatics. 


Hoopla, hype, ballyhoo and bunkum- Haylins may have invented them all in 
numismatic investment literature, but his spiritual descendants have perfected 
them. George Kolbe is right, of course, about the literary value of the Profit 
marches; they are best regarded as kindling. But as significant books in 
numismatic history they are another matter. Haylings began investment 
newsletters and books, seminars and slabs, grading services and sight-unseen 
trading, thus transforming the hobby forever. Even if we never forgive him we 
should never forget him. n 


CLASSIFIED 


Books: Royal Greek portrait coins. Newell, 1937, US $15. Mennaies d’or & d'argent. Tardy, 1963, 
2 vols., US $35. Book list on request. Richard Stockley, Box 64, Pierrefonds, Quebec, Canada 
H9H 4K8 (8.1) 


Numismatic books: Australia’s most comprehensive list (450 items) of Australian, New Zealand 
and world numismatic books available now from M.E.F. Books, P.O. Box 229, Narrabeen, NSW 
2101, Australia. (8.1) 


Wanted: Directories of American banks, pre-1940; periodicals intended for bankers, pre-1960. Ask 
for want list. W. K. Raymond, 660 E. Carmen Ave., Fresno, CA 93728 (8.4) 


Wanted to buy: anything produced by A.M. Smith; photocopies acceptable for research purposes. 
Write to Pete Smith, 2424 4th St. N.E., Minneapolis, MN 55418 (8.1) 


Expert translation: Primarily from Dutch into English. Also from English into Dutch, German 
into English and French into English. Numismatic as well as other translations. Done speedily and 
accurately. Moderate knowledge of classical Latin and Greek. Robert Turfboer, MD, Box 3327, 
Joplin, MO 64803. Write, or call (417) 782-0168 (8.1) 
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NUMISMATICS 


Spink and Son Limited 
are always interested in being offered out-of-print 
books relating to all aspects of the subject, including: 


COINS 


MEDALS 
ORDERS, DECORATIONS & MEDALS 
TOKENS 
NUMISMATIC JOURNALS 
BANKNOTES 
ROYAL MINT 


All Numismatic Manuscript Material 
of Any Period and in Any Language. 


pink * ae 


Spink & Son Ltd. 


BOOK DEPARTMENT 
5, 6 & 7 King Street, St. James’s, London SW1Y 6QS 
' Telephone: 01-930 7888. Telex: 916711 
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P THE MONEY TREE 

G@, 1260 Smith Court 
Rocky River, OH 44116 
Office: (216) 333-3444 
FAX: (216) 333-4463 


Mail bid sales of fine mumismatic 
literature. 


Home of the award-winning journal, 
Out on a Limb. 


Publishers of deluxe and_ special 
editions of new and _= important 


numismatic literature. 


Your friends, 


Myron Xenos, NLG 


Kenneth Lowe, NLG 
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Make the new NEWS Your News 


A value worth nearly $200.00 awaits you when you subscribe 
to the NEW Numismatic News. That’s right. As a subscriber 


you'll have a way to find the 
coins you’re looking for, or sell 
those you no longer want i in our 
collection. Every week you 

entitled toa FREE 25- rita 
Classified ad* buying or selling 
specific coins or related items. 
It’s a $195.00 monetary 

value — and it’s FREE when 

you subscribe. 


Every week you’ll get the NEW 
Numismatic News delivered to 
your door. Our dynamic, 
compact size is now easier than 
ever to read. And you'll find 
thousands of buy/sell 
opportunities in each issue. 
Plus, you'll get the real meat of 
the U.S. coin hobby on a timely 
basis. It’s a new package, but 
it’s the same high quality, 
dependable reporting that has 
kept Numismatic News at the 
hobby’s cutting edge for nearly 
36 years. 


Make your 
day — Make 
the new 
NEWS Your 
News. 

Offer Expires May 31, 1990 


| Nearly $200.00 in 
| | advertising FREE when 
: you enter your 
subscription today! 
( ) 1 year (52 issue) 


write for rates.) 


Name 
Address 
City 


Stategume 3 22am Seip 


(__) Check or money order (to Numismatic News) 


eS 


( ) MasterCard/VISA 


Credit Card No. 
Expires: Mo. 


Signature 


*Some restrictions do apply. Free ads must list specific 
numismatic items. 


Mail with payment to: Numismatic News, 
Circulation Department, 700 E. State St., 
lola, WI 54990 


just $24.95 
(Payable in U.S. funds. Foreign addresses 
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Function Associates 


Fourth Mail Bid Sale 
Numismatic Literature 
April 28, 1990 


NBS members are eligible to receive a complimentary 
catalog. Please advise us of your mailing address in order 
that we may add your name to our growing list of satisfied 
"bibliomaniacs." 


(A few copies of our first three sales with PRLs are available 
at $2 each, or all three for $5.) 


Function Associates - Fred L. Lake 


6822 22nd Ave. N. - Suite 218 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33710 
(813) 343-8055 


wt FERNANDO BOOK Go. 


P.O. BOX 447 ¢ SAN FERNANDO, CA 1361 


Specializing in 
Numismatics, Antiques & Collectibles 
(818) 362-2173 


WESTCHESTER FAIRE SHERMAN OAKS 
ANTIQUE MALL ANTIQUE MALL 
8655 South Sepulveda Blvd. 14034 Ventura Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90045 Sherman Oaks, CA 91423 
Y% Mile North of LAX Airport Near Hazeltine 


Large Selection of Large Selection of 
Numismatic Books Books on Collectibles 
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| WANT TO BUY FOR MY LIBRARY 


| will purchase complete runs, duplicates, or 
single copies of the following periodicals: 


Scott Coin Collectors Journals 
Mason’s Monthlies — Mason’s Coin Journals 
Steigerwalt Coin Journals — The Curios & Pricelists 
Elder’s Monthly — Elder Magazines 
Numismatic Antiquarian of Philadelphia 
Canadian Antiquarian Journals 
Proceedings of the American Archaeological Society 


Also Wanted 


ANA memorabilia—photographs—early convention 
programs—photographs of famous numismatists. 


Contact 


ARMAND CHAMPA 
P. O. Box 22316 
Louisville, KY 40222 
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Bought & Sold ie 

Fixed Price Lists Issued 


Free Copy to NBS Members on Request 


Charles Davis 
Box 1412 
Morristown, NJ 07960 


(201) 540-1159 
Evenings/Weekends only please 


Member since 1968 ANA, EAC; also ANS, NBS 
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WANTED 


[for outright purchase] 


OUT-OF-PRINT STANDARD REFERENCES ON 
ANCIENT & MODERN NUMISMATICS 


UNITED STATES AUCTION SALE CATALOGS 
PRIOR TO 1960 


ANTIQUARIAN BOOKS [before 1800] 


FINE BINDINGS 


WANTED 


[consignments for auction] 


FIRST LINE LIBRARIES 


SELLING 


WANT LISTS SOLICITED 
LET US ADD YOUR NAME TO OUR MAILING LIST 


JOHN F. BERGMAN 


4223 IROQUOIS AVE. 
LAKEWOOD, CA 90713 USA 


PHONE: (213) 421-0171 
AFTER 4 P.M. PST, AND ON WEEKENDS 


It’s a fact! 


I have access to the NBS mailing list because I compose 
and mail this magazine. That seems reasonable, right? 
Right! But your name may not be on my mailing list. A 
quick check of three pages of the NBS labels (72 names) 
revealed only 14 of your names on my list! Wow! That's 
not a good average where I’m concerned. (And what have 
you been missing?) 


It'd be easy to put all your names into my handy-dandy 
computer mail list. Who'd ever know? 


I would. 


If you’re interested in bonds, books, checks, documents, 
newspapers, obsolete bank notes, postal items, souvenir 
cards, or stock certificates, you should send for your free 
copy of Paper Potpourti (List V), ready in late April. 


Most of the material is from the 19th and early 20th 
centuries, some is from the 18th, and a bit from the 17th... 
U.S. and foreign... shipping, insurance, railroads, mining, 
banking, private and royal letters, etc. I believe all states 
are represented, and four or five territories... more than 
2,000 items, junque to jewels, three bucks, and up. 


Working together we can maintain my virtue, so send 
your name and address, pronto; a postcard will do. 


Besides, it’s very likely you'll find something interesting. 


Carling’s of Florida 


P.O. Drawer 580, Pomona Park, FL 32181-0580 


THE Ad YLC0Y 


Quarterly Journal of the Numismatic Bibliomania Society 
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NEXT DEADLINE 
AUGUST 15 


The Asylum 


Announcing the June 1990 
PUBLIC AUCTION SALE OF WORKS 
FROM THE NUMISMATIC LIBRARY 
OF JOHN W. ADAMS 


/ Classic Works on Large Cents, sncuding Manuscripts 


J Magnificent Complete Original Set of Me Numismatist 


of Complete Runs of 19th Century Auction Catalogue: 


SA Superb es of Works. on 1 Paper Gurency, 2 


Copies of the illustrated, large format sale catalogue may be 
reserved by sending $10.00 before April 15th. After April 
15th, the price of the catalogue will be $15.00. 

NBS members may receive a copy of the catalogue by sending $5.00. 


GEORGE FREDERICK KOLBE 


Fine Numismatic Books 
Post Office Drawer 3100 © Crestline, California 92325 
Telephone: [714] 338-6527 Fax: [714] 338-6980 
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Reading books when you don’t 
know the language: Hungarian 


by William Malkmus 


aN KIRAKATBAN szép edények vannak. Most readers not of Hungarian 
ancestry will probably find the meaning of this sentence totally obscure, 
and no amount of contemplation, prolonged staring, head scratching, or other 
attempt at pseudo-scholarship is helpful in attempting to fathom its meaning, 
significance, or even relevance, but does it matter to a numismatist? The 


answer here is no, but how are we to know this? 


The Hungarian language has been chosen for this article at least in part on the 
assumption that most readers will not be offended by the presumption that 
they are ignorant of Hungarian, as they might be if French or German were 
the subject. The least linguistically minded of us can scarcely look at a sentence 
such as "Dieses Buch ist interessant" without obtaining an idea of its meaning, 
through osmosis if not through unavoidably assimilated general knowledge. 
But what can be done given, say, a guide to the numismatic holdings of the 
National Historical Museum in Budapest, which may contain many items of 
interest to a would-be reader? Actually, quite a bit if one is willing to restrict 
his horizons sufficiently and acknowledge that his interest lies not in reading 
and enjoying Ferenc Molnar plays or in carrying on a conversation with some 
amiable Hungarian or even asking the direction of the railroad station in 
Budapest. Universities offer reading courses designed just to help degree 
aspirants pass reading examinations in required foreign languages. We can 
eliminate many aspects here: we do not need to speak the language so we can 
dispense with pronunciation; since we are interested in numismatics rather 
than other forms of culture, we can severely restrict our vocabulary and 
knowledge of grammar and inflection. 


We can begin by cavalierly ignoring the profusion of diacritical marks which 
Hungarian has most considerately provided to indicate pronunciation (these 
marks indicate a lengthening of vowels rather than stress, which is normally 
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on the first syllable). Do note, however, that the vowels 6 and ii and their 
long equivalents with Hungarian umlauts, 6 and U, follow o and u in the dic- 
tionary rather than being interleaved as in German. Note also that numerous 
digraphs (cs, zs, gy, etc.) are considered separate letters and have their own 
place in the dictionary. 


The first requisite is a working vocabulary augmented by a bilingual dic- 
tionary. This working vocabulary may be extremely small, but it is easier to 
be able to recognize words like the, a, coin, and Hungarian or Roman than to 
have to look them up each time they appear. Recognizing a word as the pos- 
sible subject or verb in a sentence is a major step in its decipherment. 
Hungarian bears little relationship to English, far less than Russian or other 
Slavic languages (except for some recent borrowings, like numizmatika and 
muzeum, whose familiarity is most welcome). Perhaps a start might be to 
beware of words which resemble English words. Among these, a is not the 
indefinite article but, perversely, the definite article the (or az before a vowel. 
The Hungarian word zs means also, most means now, mint means as or than, 


GCC: 


The working vocabulary should certainly include common words which are 


sure to appear in any prose: 


aoraz the tobb more 

egy a or one csak only 

elsd first de but 

és and uy new 

ha if nem no or not 


hogy how or that 


igy so or thus van (there) is 
kevés few or little vannak (there) are 
kevesebb less nincs(en) (there) is not 
sok much, many nincsenek (there) are not 
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The reader should also make a list of words specific to his area of interest, for 


example, numismatics: 


pénz, érem coin gyujtemény collection 
pénzt ver (to) mint, strikecoins éremgytjt6 numismatist 
pénzverés coinage kézépkori medieval 
pénzverde (a) mint év year 
pénzlelet (a) coin find (év)szazad century 

lap face kép picture 
eldlap obverse réz copper 
hatlap reverse eziist silver 
verotd (coin) die arany gold 

gyujt collect feliris inscription 


It can be seen that a knowledge of some basic words or roots can be parlayed 
into a decipherment of some formidable-appearing compounds. 


Nouns. There are many inflectional endings and suffixes which are applied 
to nouns to show relationships within a sentence. A common plural ending is 
-k, with an accusative ending -t in the singular. The accusative plural formed 
trom these is -kat or -ket. Nouns may modify other nouns, just as in English. 


Adjectives. There are comparative and superlative forms, as in English, formed 
ona rather regular basis. The comparative ending is -b8, illustrated in tébb and 
kevesebb above. The superlative is indicated by adding the prefix /eg- to the 
comparative, thus nagy, nagyobb, legnagyobb for large, larger, largest. 


Prepositions. The functions of English prepositions are filled in two ways in 
Hungarian: suffixes are added to nouns or the word follows the noun. 
Common ones are szerint (according to) and mellett (next to). Some common 
suffixes to be translated as prepositions are -ban, -ben (in); -ba, -be (into); -bdl, 
-bél (from, out of). 


Summer, 1990 7 


Verbs. Most of the verbs we find will be in the third person singular, present 
tense, the form conveniently listed in the dictionaries. There is no standard 
singular ending; the usual third person plural ending is -mak or -nek. Usually 
subject pronouns are omitted. At an elementary reading level it is a sufficient 
triumph to locate a verb. 


Let us try a few elementary examples. The journal name "Erem" should be 
instantly recognized. An article by the Hungarian numismatist Istvan Gedai is 
titled "A magyar pénzverés elsé évszazada”. A collector of modern Hungarian 
coins will already be aware that magyar means Hungarian (like most European 
languages, Hungarian does not capitalize adjectives formed from proper nouns; 
words not found in your dictionary should be sought in a gazetteer. Our 
carefully chosen vocabulary will be found adequate to cope with the rest of the 
title, "The first century of Hungarian coinage”. A recent book by Gedai, "A 
magyar pénzverés kezdete", should require one short dictionary search to 
become "The beginning of Hungarian coinage". 


Clearly our Hungarian-in-ten-minutes approach has serious limitations, but I 
think it is worth while as an introduction to Hungarian or a demonstration of 
how to approach an unknown language. The would-be reader is exhorted to 
study at least the rudiments of grammar, which can scarcely be touched on 
here. For those who can’t stand loose ends and can’t wait for their Hungarian- 
English dictionaries, the first sentence in this article means "There are beautiful 
dishes in the display window". See, you didn’t care. 
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The mystery of Ercole Gnecchi 
by Alfred Szego 


A the turn of the century a minor drama took place in Milan. The story 
involves two inseparable brothers, Francesco and Ercole Gnecchi. 
Francesco’ was a prominent writer who authored several works on Roman 
coins, while Ercole’, less prominent, wrote several articles on Italian coins of 
after 1000 A.D. 


Not content with merely writing, Ercole also industriously built the largest, 
most comprehensive collection of coins of the Italian states ever amassed. 


During the same time King Victor Emanuel III, himself a numismatist, decided 
to try to form a complete collection of all Italian and related coins ever 
minted, from medieval to modern times. Yes, he planned to publish and 
illustrate all Italian coins, but first he had to get them. Being a sovereign, he 
could be extraordinarily persuasive to transfer anyone else’s coins into his 
cabinet. 


Ercole was dismayed and feared the imminent looting of his beloved treasures. 
What to do? He approached Leo Hamburger, a prominent auctioneer in 
Frankfurt/M, Germany. Together they conspired and evolved a risky, 
desperate attempt to rescue Ercole’s collection and place it on the German 
auction block, safely out of the king’s clutches. It is probable that Ercole 
stipulated that his coins be minutely described, even the minor coins where 
possible. Hamburger, anxious for the prestige Gnecchi’s collection would bring 


1. Francesco Gnecchi 1847-1919. 


2. Ercole Gnecchi, 1850-1932, wrote several articles for Rivista italiana 
numismatica but his major works were in collaboration with Francesco. See 
Clain-Stefanelli, 17391-3. 
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him, apparently agreed to do his best. They went to work. The collection was 
packed into steamer trunks and shipped via stagecoach, disguised as a traveller’s 
baggage. By a miracle the trunks crossed Austria safely and all arrived in © 
Frankfurt. 


Undoubtedly the good king was perturbed when he saw the list of the coins, 
expertly cataloged with traditional German efficiency and attention to minute 
detail. He travelled to Frankfurt and by heavy bidding bought many of the 
coins. Ercole, though, achieved immortality at a price. He was convicted in 
the Italian courts of exporting Italian coins without a permit. He and his co- 
defendant, Leo Hamburger, claimed that most of the coins were really Ger- 
manic, French, and Spanish colonial issues, that that should mitigate their 
guilt. Although they paid a heavy fine, an appeal court cancelled their prison 


LeLMASs 


Sadly, Ercole had incurred the enmity of Italian numismatists. It is easy to 
understand that Ercole’s compatriots were strongly influenced by royal 
disfavor and that a cloud of national betrayal hung over him. To some degree 
animosity was restricted by the eminence of his brother, but after Francesco’s 
death his name disappeared from the membership list of the Italian Numis- 
matic Society, and he had no more publications before his death. His obituary 
rated only one page in only one periodical, Bollettino del circolo numismatico 
napoletano 1932, Vol. 13, No. 1, page 38. 


King Victor Emanuel II’s Corpus nummorum italicorum (CNI) was published 
between 1910 and 1943 (Clain-Stefanelli 10186) and fills twenty massive 
volumes’, about double the physical size of the Encyclopedia Britannica, on 
70# offset paper. The books were very expensive, very bulky, and produced in 
limited numbers. 


3. Volume 20 1s said to have been limited to an issue of eight to ten copies, 
but I place the figure closer to thirty. 
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The three catalogs of the sale of the Gnecchi collection were standard 
references until supplanted by the CN/. The latter was reprinted by Arnaldo 
Forni in 1971. The plates are generally good, but several weakly struck coins 
are illegible. These books are generally available trom foreign numismatic book 
dealers. 


As a result of Ercole Gnecchi’s misfortunes and his valiant effort to immor- 
talize his work we have a definitive catalog of coinage of Italian states apart 
from the CN, a truly magnificent contribution to the average collector. Al- 
though the original catalog is rare, reprints are sometimes available. The prices 
realized in 1902 are, naturally, only relative indications of rarity. 


At this late date there are no numismatists of Gnecchi’s time living, and in- 
formation is hard to come by. The information I have was accumulated over 
several years and this is the best I can provide. Some of the data were gleaned 
from a document of appeal titled "Recorso per Leo Hamburger appellante della 
sentenza 10 maggio 1903 del Tribunale di Milano” (Redress for Leo Ham- 
burger, appealing the 10 May 1903 sentence of the Court of Milan). My copy 
of this appeal is typed on twenty 8% x 11" pages, and because it uses many 
legal terms and an advanced vocabulary it is mostly obscure to one whose 
knowledge of Italian is elementary. I would indeed be very appreciative of any 
additional information which may shed further light on the saga of Ercole 
Gnecchi. This great numismatist of long ago deserves more than today’s 
ignominy. All new data received will be shared in future writings. 0 


CLASSIFIED 


Wanted: Directories of American banks, pre-1940; periodicals intended for bankers, pre-1960. Ask 
for want list. W. K. Raymond, 660 E. Carmen Ave., Fresno, CA 93728 (8.4) 


Numismatic book list. Books on coins, tokens, banking. New, used, scarce. R. Stockley, Box 64, 
Pierrefonds, Quebec, Canada H9H 4K8 (9.2) 


Muscalus publications for sale. Have quantities of more than 60 different. SASE for free price list. 
Dr. Wallace Lee, 255 No. Telegraph, Suite 210, Pontiac, MI 48053 (8.2) 
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Printer’s mark of Aldus Manutius, 1515. 


—— 
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Describing books 
by O.C. 


One of the important facts about a book is its completeness. Although many 
booksellers’ lists give what purports to be the number of pages in a book, the 
frequent allegation of an odd number of pages suggests that there is some 
misunderstanding. Just as every medal has a reverse, so every leaf consists of 
two pages. It is clear from this that a book must have an even number of 
pages. Further, since a bound book usually consists of gatherings of four-page 
leaves, in the normal case the total number of pages will be divisible by four. 
The bookseller’s claim that the number of pages is odd because he is listing the 
number of printed pages will not hold water; books frequently contain blank 
pages within the body of the text, and few booksellers will subtract the 
number of internal blank pages from their total count. Full-page illustrations 
are sometimes included in the pagination, sometimes not. 


A concise description of how a book is made up is called a collation; books 
which have a pencilled note inside one of the covers "collated, perfect" have 
presumably been checked against a collation and found to agree with it. Older 
books and foreign books often have signatures printed on the first pages of the 
gatherings, either letters or numbers, usually in the lower right hand margin, 
to show the binder the order of the gatherings. Very early books often include 
a register giving the collation of the book. 


One pagination curiosity is the 1515 Aldine Greek orators. The page height of 
one trimmed copy is 30 cm.; watermarks show that the book is a folio. The 
colophon, on page 163 (mis-numbered 162), gives the following register of the 
gatherings: 


abcdefghikIl mn. aaa bbb ccc ddd eee fff ggg hhh it RRR. 
All are quaternions except 7, a duernion, and a & 
kkk, quinternions. 
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A quinternion is a gathering of five pairs of cognate leaves, making up ten 
leaves or twenty pages. A problem arose in the preliminary matter. Quin- 
ternion a contains the title page, two pages of preface, and a fourth page © 
which contains the conclusion of the preface and a table of contents for the 
first half of this volume. The next page begins the book proper. It bears the 
page number 3 and the signature a 7. From here the pagination runs contin- 
uously through page 14, following which is a leaf blank except for a note from 
the printer (in Greek and in Latin): "This leaf should be cut out after the book 
is glued together lest it be an impediment to you while you read. for nothing 
is missing.” It seems apparent that the printer intended gathering a to have 
sixteen pages, allowing only two pages for the title and (probably) the table of 
contents. He was far enough along when he was given the long preface that he 
decided to take care of the extra two pages by making a a quinternion rather 
than a quaternion; thus necessitating the blank between the pages numbered 
14 and 15. Of course the insertion of a new a ii threw the pagination off, as 
well as the signature. 


It would appear that the typesetter was so shaken up by this that when he 
found he had only five pages of text for gathering m he miss-set the heading 
of the fifth page (Aoyo¢ instead of B1ocg) and then left the remaining three 
pages of the duernion blank. 


The period in the book’s register between m and aaa indicates the break 
between part one and part two. Part two begins with a second title page, [aaa 
1] and page [1]; the pagination is regular except that, as mentioned above, page 
163 is misnumbered 162. Page [164] is blank. You can see the problem of 
answering the question of how many pages this book has. According to the 
register there should be 368 pages. Someone who looks only at the last 
numbered page in the volume will say there are 162 pages, unless he notices 
that both pages at this opening are numbered 162. One who notices that there 
are two Separately paginated parts might add the 197 from [7 itz] to 163, thus 
reaching 360 printed pages. The question of whether to count the page 
containing the printer’s message to remove that leaf as a printed page is 


debatable. | 
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Another rather instructive book is Baskerville’s 1757 Virgil. Page [30], the 
eighth page of signature D, is blank but included in the pagination. Page 8 of 
signature N is another blank, but it is not included in the pagination; 
consequently the first leaf of signature O contains pages [104] and 105. Not 
until page 233 (the first page of signature Gg) did the printer realize his 
mistake; the previous errors in pagination were left standing but the correct 
pagination goes on from here. The book ends with page 432, the verso of 
signature Hbh 4. Booksellers claim that the first edition of this book may be 
identified by the misnumbered page 233 but as the above description shows, 
pages 105 to 231 are misnumbered and 233 is correct. 


Although when printers first (1472) began numbering pages in books they 
began with the title page (if the book devoted a page to the title) as page one 
or folio one, the custom arose of considering the title page and preliminary 
matter as separate from the book proper. The first gatherings were either 
unsigned or given a series of signatures different from that of the gatherings 
containing the text; pagination too was separate if used, often done with 
roman numerals rather than arabic. In some cases the preliminary matter did 
not fill the sheets. In Vanderburchius’ Sabaudorum ducum principiumg. 
historiae gentilitiae libri duo, Leyden: Ex Officina Plantiniana, 1599, a 22 cm. 
quarto book, the last four pages of the preliminaries, signature ***, and the 
last four pages of the book, signature k, were printed on the same sheet; the 
binder was expected to cut that sheet in half and position the two pieces 
where they belonged. 


Sometimes inattentive authors expect their books to be printed with even- 
numbered pages on the right (Neil Utberg, The coins of colonial Mexico, 1966,) 
where Mr Utberg inserted page 28 so pages 29 and 30 would tace each other, 
thereby defeating his intention, although earlier in the pamphlet, on page 17, 
he correctly refers to the facing page, 16. 


The problem of what page is number one is complicated when the first leat 
of a signature is the paste down inside the front board. Bibliographers fight 
about this. A case in point is the 1876 edition of H. Noel Humphreys’ The 
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coin collector's manual... Vol. I., London: George Bell and Sons. The first 
gathering of this 18 cm. octavo is a paginated catalog of "Standard works 
published by George Bell & Sons." The first leaf of this sixteen page catalog — 
is pasted to the front cover; the verso of that leaf is numbered page two. The 
book proper begins with signature [a], consisting of the bastard title page, a 
blank, the title page, a note of the printer, a two page preface, and pages [vii] 
to xvi of the table of contents. Signature b is a half sheet (pp xvii to xxiv) 
containing the rest of the table of contents and separate lists of the plates 
engraved in steel (tipped in, not included in the pagination) and the 
illustrations from wood engravings (printed with the text). 


The text includes signatures BCDEFGHIKLMNOPQRSTUXYZ, 
ending properly on page 352 (22 x 16). The omission of J, V, and W is 
standard; from the beginning of printing these letters were considered the 
same as J, U, and VV. The last gathering in the book is titled "Complete 
catalogue of Bohn’s Libraries..."; it consists of sixteen pages paginated to 
continue from the front catalog, [17}31. The last leaf is pasted to the rear 
cover. (This catalog is dated February 1879, indicating that what we are 
examining is a later issue of this edition.) It is debatable whether the two 
catalog sections should be included as part of the book. If they are, then the 
pagination is [1}16, [i}xxiv, [1}352, [17}[32]. The description of the book 
should include the notation that there are in addition twelve plates (line cuts) 
of coins. 


Although it is unusual, there are books in which the gatherings are half sheets. 
A case in point is [Anonymous.] A sketch of the history of the war in Europe. 
New York: T. Kirk, 1798. Most of the gatherings in this book contain six 
leaves; the book is a duodecimo in half sheets, as is shown by the horizontal 
chain marks and the (trimmed) page size of 4 x 6.5 inches. There is no bastard 
title; the book begins with cognate blank leaf and title page (verso blank); A- 
X in sixes, Y in four. It is clear that the first and last leaves were printed on 
the same half sheet, leaving it to the binder to cut that half sheet and position 
the parts correctly. The printer began counting with the title page, ending 
with xv, which falls on the recto of B/. Surprisingly, he continues the same 
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pagination but switches to arabic numerals on the verso of B2. Thus the pagi- 
nation is [i}[xvi], [17}260. The final leaf is another blank. A perfect copy of 
this book, then, consists of 264 pages, 258 of which are printed. * in two, A- 
X in sixes, Y in four (*1, *2 verso, B1 verso, and Y 4 blank). 


The question of how many pages a book has is complicated by the presence 
of illustrations. In the earliest numismatic books woodcuts were used for 
illustrations. The blocks could be printed from in the press along with the 
metal type, making the illustrations an integral part of the book. When 
printers shifted from woodcuts to engravings or etchings it became necessary 
to use a different method of printing for the illustrations; the question arose 
of whether to include these added plates in the pagination. (In some cases the 
etchings were pasted into blank spaces left for them on normal pages and there 
was no problem.) A transitional example from the Aldine press betrays either 
the printer’s uncertainty or a last minute addition: 


Enea Vico. Ex libris xxiii commentariorum in vetera imperatorum romanorum 
numismata Ainee Vici liber primus. Venice: Aldine Press, 1562. 15.3 x 20.6 
cm. [*2], A2, B4-I4, [**1], K4-Q4, R2, a4, 82. Each of the eight pages of 
gathering [C] is an etching of coins; these pages are allowed for in the page 
numbering. A ninth etched plate has been inserted following gathering I, but 
it is not included in the page numbering (the reverse of that leat is blank). 
Vico’s book, then, contains a total of 73 leaves = 146 pages. Subtracting the 
three blank pages leaves a remainder of 143 printed pages, of which nine are 
plates. 


Another transitional illustrated numismatic book is Antoine Le Pois. Discours 
sur les medailles et gravures antiques, principalement romaines. Paris: Mamert 
Patisson, 1579. The book is a quarto, 21.3 cm high. The collation follows: 


a4,é¢4,A4-Z4,a4-p4, +[20 etched plates]. 


Some of the illustrations are woodcuts set into text pages, others are full page 
woodcuts, and still others are full page engravings. The eight leaves of 


18 The Asylum 


preliminary matter are not paginated. Text pages (A through p) amount to 
154, with the full page woodcuts being included in the pagination. The plates 
bound at the end of the volume have been given alphabetical designations 
rather than numbers after the first one, which is marked *. 


* ARBCDEFGHIKLMNabcdef. 


The first engraved plate in the book is a portrait of the author, printed on the 
back of the title page. Since the full-page woodcuts which occur later on are 
included in the pagination, it seems only logical to say that the portrait is on 
page [11]. 


Finally, look at a book only apparently imperfect: 


J.C. Laskey. A description of the series of medals struck at the national medal 
mint by order of Napoleon Bonaparte... London: H.R. Young, 1818. The book 
is a 26.6 cm quarto. The collation is simple: [a2],b4,B4-2H4. The problem 
comes from the fact that pages v and vi seem to be missing from the 
preliminary gatherings. However, page [xiv] (blank and so without a page 
number) is the last page of the preliminary gatherings. Signatures a and b 
together contain six leaves or twelve pages. The printer must have begun by 
setting signature J, allowing a full sheet for a and so starting b with page ix. 
When he obtained the copy for the preface he found that a half sheet would 
be enough for a, but he mistakenly changed the page numbers in the } formes 
by subtracting the number of leaves he had saved in a rather than the number 
of pages. 


Books put together by so-called perfect binding pose a completely different 
problem. Unless side stitching is used (the method used for many magazines) 
pages will become loose and damaged or lost. Checking the book for com- 
pleteness can be done only by verifying that the page numbers form an un- 
broken series and that the text is continuous. ) 
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How to pack books 
by John F. Bergman 


OOR book packaging may not be a disease, but the harmful and 

destructive effects have recently become an epidemic. This article is aimed 
at no one in particular but is written in the hope that we may all learn from 
our mistakes and improve our book-handling practices. 


Don'ts 

1. Never ship a paper-covered catalog unprotected in an envelope or Jiffy™ 
bag. Paperbacks may be mailed in Jitfy™ bags if they are first wrapped in at 
least a double layer of heavy cardboard with the catalog immobilized within. 
The cardboard must be larger than the catalog in order that the corners will 
not be crushed. Many will argue that they have shipped paperbacks in jiffy 
bags with no complaints. I have received literally hundreds of folded, spindled, 
and mutilated catalogs through the mail and have never complained. I am 
through gritting my teeth and agonizing over the senselessness of it all and am 
now returning all books damaged through incompetent packing. The time and 
cost factor is no excuse for slipshod methods. No one objects to being charged 
for good packing. 


2. Never ship unwrapped books loose in peanuts (polystyrene foam shaped 
like peanuts) or other fill material. Books in poly bags with open ends are also 
no good; in both cases the fill can wedge between the pages and do damage. 


3. Never ship books packed tight to the corners of a box. It is virtually 
inevitable that a package shipped by any carrier will be dropped on at least 
one of its corners. A book packed tight against this edge will surely be corner 
or edge banged. A crushed corner cannot possibly be repaired satisfactorily 
and ruins the appearance of a book. To those who arrogantly proclaim, "Who 
cares about a corner bump? I buy the book only for the information value and 
could not care less about appearances" I say, "Please call me collect because I 
have many mutilated books which I will sell you cheap!" 
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Do’s 
1. Always select an oversized box. The box should be from two to three 
inches larger in both length and width than the largest book being packed, as 
well as being an inch or two greater in height. New boxes are obviously best; 
how-ever, used boxes are acceptable if the corners and edges are still in shape. 
Once the corners of a box have lost their shape they have also lost their 
structural strength. Before placing books in a box always cover the cardboard 
flaps with at least a quarter inch of newspaper or flat cardboard in order that 
the flaps not make indentations in the books. Fill the box by placing the 
largest book on the bottom and the smallest book on top. The stack of books 
should resemble a pyramid in shape, with the books wrapped in heavy kraft 
paper, either individually or as a stack. The edges of paper-covered books must 
be protected with cardboard if they project beyond hardbacks either below of 
above them. All delicate books should be wrapped in tissue paper before being 
sealed in a plastic bag or wrapped in paper. Center the pyramid of books 
within the box, making sure to observe the minimum clearances specified 
above. The space between the pyramid and the sides of the box must be filled 
with a compressible yet resilient material. In my opinion there is no better 
thing than peanuts. Their advantages are these: 1. They fill irregular spaces 
better than any other material. 2. They fill every cubic inch of space without 
leaving spaces unprotected. 3. They are reusable, light in weight, and by far 
the fastest and most efficient fill. 4. They are non-allergenic (many people are 
like me in being extremely allergic to the small particles which accompany 
shredded newsprint). 5. Unlike crumpled newspaper, peanuts do not compact. 
I know there are legions of peanut-haters out there who object to their use. 
The two main complaints are that they are messy and that they stick to 
everything. I reply to these objections that they are not messy, they may be 
stored neatly almost anywhere; if the static cling bothers you, throw an 


antistatic rag in the storage container. 


2. Before closing the box be sure there is at least half an inch of material over 
the top of the books. Many inexperienced book collectors will slash away with 
a razor knife at the flaps of a box. If there is no protection the knife may cut 
into the books. In closing the box it is critically important that a strong tape 
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be used. Gummed, reinforced kraft tape is probably the best, but those who 
pack boxes only occasionally will find polypropylene carton-sealing tape 
strong enough and easier to use. Plenty of tape should be used, particularly on 
heavy packages. 


3. Use common sense. Don’t place a fragile catalog beneath forty pounds of 
books. Don’t expect any carrier to "Handle with care", regardless of what you 
stamp on the box. 


In this brief article I have only touched on the topic of book packaging, and 
I certainly shall appreciate any and all comments, criticisms, and additions. 
0 


The printer’s devil 
by Joel Orosz 


N this month’s installment your columnist proposes to fill a gap that has 

begged for attention for some time. In a culture that values excellence 
we have initiated awards for those whose performance merits honor, from 
Pulitzer prizes to Oscars, yet nowhere in numismatics do we celebrate the 
remarkable (I might almost say awesome) ability of those in the coin trade to 
employ hyperbole in the service of increasing sales. Now at last that oversight 
will be remedied. We herewith announce the first annual Shammy awards. 
The Shammies recognize those whose superb disregard of credulity goes 
beyond mere hype and into the rarified realm of wretched excess. Anything 
from editorial or advertising copy will be eligible for this award. Your 
columnist is the sole judge for these awards. 


The winner of the "Who is buried in Grant’s tomb" award goes to the CPM 
Group Ltd. of New York. Their pathbreaking research was summarized on 
page 106 of the 28 February 1990 CW (Coin World): "Do investors demands 
cause gold prices to rise? Company believes link exists." 
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The "Casey Stengel award for torture of the English language” goes to Dillon 
Gage Inc. of Dallas for their offering of the Australian kangaroo, which they 
describe as ‘the ultimate gold coin’. This reminds me of Duane Thomas’s reply 
when asked after a superbowl how it felt to play in the ultimate game. He 
said, "If this is the ultimate game how come they will play it again next year?" 

—p 28, 28 Feb. 90 CW. 


The "Harlequin Romance purple prose" award goes to A.L. Contursi, Inc. of 
Newport Beach, California, whose copywriter had this to say about the 
Morgan dollar: "Enhance your collections with our select ‘crown size’ jewels. 
These exceptional silver dollars can help turn your set into an exquisite 
collection. Journey through these rarities and treat yourself— and your 
collection— to some of our esthetic silver splendors". —p 31, 21 Feb. °90 CW. 


The winner of the "Policy du jour award for consistency in pronounce- 
ments" is Ed Lee, president of Lee Certified Coins Ltd. of Merrimack, N.H. 
Mr Lee clearly states his policy: "We do not buy coins sight unseen, and I like 
PQ (premium quality) coins. If I have to buy sight unseen, I’ll buy NGC 
coins." —p 22, 27 Feb. 90 NN (Numismatic News). 


The winner of the "B. Max Mehl uncirculated for the coin" award goes to 
Scott Travers for his suggestion in The investor's guide to coin trading that rare 
dates can be given an additional "% of a point” as a "compensation for their 
rarity”. —p 32, op. cit. 


In an unprecedented achievement Scott Travers emerges as a double winner, 
taking the "Clear as mud" award for contradictory investment advice. In his 
book he predicts that as the 1990’s unfold, fewer and fewer people will be 
interested in buying uncertified coins offered at auction; then he advises that 
an MS 64A-certified coin be removed from its holder and consigned to 
auction, where it might be graded MS 65. —loc. cit. 
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The "Unintentional candor" award is bestowed upon Photo-certified Coin 
Institute of Chattanooga for their advertisement which shows one of their 
holders containing a Lincoln cent that is rotated at least 30° to the right. 

—p 69, op. cit. 


The "Patriotism is the last refuge of a scoundrel" award goes to the red, white, 
and blue advertiser, the government of Nive (a Pacific island nation). "For 
proud Americans everywhere... Official legal tender coin issued to honor one 
of America’s greatest defenders of freedom." —p 71, op. cit. 


The "Avoid the rush; buy a portfolio that has already crashed" award goes to 
another double winner, Lee Certified Coins, for their "Now you can buy a 
diversified, generic high quality portfolio for only $995! This portfolio 
represents outstanding value! Last May it retailed for more than $1995." 

—p 29, op. cit. 


The "Best public service announcement” award goes to Philip Wing & Co., 
Minneapolis, whose timely warning undoubtedly saved many a sate deposit 
box from the Isle of Man silver proof cats: "This coin could be ready to 
explode!" —p 19, 14 Feb. 90 CW. 


Last and least, the "Conspicuous disregard of objective reality" award goes to 
the enigmatically named E.D.L., who reaches new heights of Barnumesque 
bunkum when describing his 1850 double eagle. Having been described in two 
paperback books, it is "the leading double eagle of 1850." Although "there are 
a few gentle, nicely located *hallmarks’ on this honest business strike", he 
conservatively grades it at MS 75. He then explains "Numerical grading is not 
adequate for this coin because it cannot take into account the coin’s special 
attributes including the ’tinder’s fee’ consideration." —p 35, 21 Feb. °90 CW. 


I hope you have enjoyed the first Shammy awards. I apologize for having 
them presented by a common person; perhaps next year they can be presented 
by a celebrity. (p 3, 8 April 990 CW) ) 
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| WANT TO BUY FOR MY LIBRARY 


! will purchase complete runs, duplicates, or 
single copies of the following periodicals: 


Scott Coin Collectors Journals 
Mason’s Monthlies — Mason’s Coin Journals 
Steigerwalt Coin Journals — The Curios & Pricelists 
Elder’s Monthly — Elder Magazines 
Numismatic Antiquarian of Philadelphia 
Canadian Antiquarian Journals 
Proceedings of the American Archaeological Society 


Also Wanted 


ANA memorabilia—photographs—early convention 
programs-—photographs of famous numismatists. 


Contact 


ARMAND CHAMPA 
P. O. Box 22316 
Louisville, KY 40222 


Summer, 1990 25 


NUMISMATICS 


Spink and Son Limited 
are always interested in being offered out-of-print 
books relating to all aspects of the subject, including: 


COINS 
MEDALS 
ORDERS, DECORATIONS & MEDALS 
TOKENS 
NUMISMATIC JOURNALS 
BANKNOTES 
ROYAL MINT 


All Numismatic Manuscript Material 
of Any Period and in Any Language. 


Spink & Son Ltd. 


BOOK DEPARTMENT 
5, 6 & 7 King Street, St. James’s, London SW1Y 6QSs 
Telephone: 01-930 7888. Telex: 916711 
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FUNCTION ASSOCIATES 


FIFTH MAIL BID SALE 
NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 
July 28, 1990 


More than 1000 lots of reference material. Early catalogs, first 
editions, tokens and medals, paper money, banking and money, 
exonumia, and many other topics. This collection was amassed by 
a "Southern Gentleman" over a period of many years. For a 
complimentary catalog of the sale, please advise us of your mailing 
address. Don’t miss tt! 

(For information re: consignment of material, please write.) 


FUNCTION ASSOCIATES — FRED L. LAKE 


6822 22nd Ave. N. — Suite 218 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33710 
(813) 343-8055 


aay FERNANDO BOOK GO. 


P.O. BOX 447 © SAN FERNANDO, CA 91341 


Specializing in 
Numisinatics, Antiques & Collectibles 
(818) 362-2173 


WESTCHESTER FAIRE SHERMAN OAKS 
ANTIQUE MALL ANTIQUE MALL 
8655 South Sepulveda Blvd. 14034 Ventura Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90045 Sherman Oaks, CA 91423 
Y% Mile North of LAX Airport Near Hazeltine 
Large Selection of Large Selection of 


Numismatic Books Books on Collectibles 


Summer, 1990 
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f Collectars beware ~ 
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. words on numismatics have been published in the 
pages of Krause Publications titles since 1952. 


When it comes to overview of the hobby that’s 
numismatic knowledge, our second to none. You'll get all 
publications speak for this, and more, every week in 
themselves. That’s why NUMISMATIC NEWS. 
collectors and investors alike ar 
look to our flagship Delivering The News — It’s 


publication, NUMISMATIC What We Do Best! 
NEWS, as the hobby leader. 


The latest hobby news, 
timely delivery, the hobby’s 
only full-time Washington H H 
News Bureau, trustworthy numismatic news 


advertising and a 
comprehensive 700 E. State St., lola, WI 54990 


ZF 
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MARLCOURT BOOKS 


NEW AND USED NUMISMATIC BOOKS 
Paper money, banking and business history, our specialties 
We buy and sell out-of-print and antiquarian books 


Fixed price lists are free on request; write or telephone 


MARLCOURT BOOKS 


P.O. Box 956, Station B 
Willowdale, Ont. Canada, M2K 216 
Telephone 416-490-8659 


MACERATED is muy game, 
but | need YOUR help! 


During the late 19th century and well into the 20th, 
paper money was macerated by the U.S. Treasury and 
sold to individuals who converted the scrap into papier 
maché, then into small hats, shoes, postcards, etc. 

I’m trying to locate as much information as 
possible about those operations; | need periodicals, 
books, documents... anything that refers to any phase 
of the project. Your information, suggestions or 
thoughts on the subject will be appreciated. 


Bertram M. Cohen 


Great American Coin Co. 
P.O. Box 839, Leominster, MA 01453 (617) 537-7722 
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The Money Tree 
1260 Smith Court 
Rocky River, OH 44116 
Office: (216) 333-3444 
FAX: (216) 333-4463 


Our 9th Mail Bid Sale closes on July 30th. 


It’s the first in a series of several auctions 
featuring classic 19th century sale catalogs. 


This sale offers a golden opportunity for 
collectors to expand their libraries by the 
acquisition of these important catalogs. 


Many of the several hundred catalogs are 
from the libraries of distinguished collectors 
such as John Adams, Remy Bourne, et al. 
Join us for this splendid sale. 


Your friends, 


Myron Xenos, NLG 
Kenneth Lowe, NLG 
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Numismatic Literature fa F 
Bought & Sold 5 
Fixed Price Lists Issued 


Free Copy to NBS Members on Request 


Charles Davis 
Box 1412 
Morristown, NJ 07960 : 
~ (201) 540-1159 


Evenings/Weekends only please 


Member since 1968 ANA, EAC; also ANS, NBS 
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WANTED 


[for outright purchase] 


OUT-OF-PRINT STANDARD REFERENCES ON 
ANCIENT & MODERN NUMISMATICS 


UNITED STATES AUCTION SALE CATALOGS 
PRIOR TO 1960 


ANTIQUARIAN BOOKS [before 1800] 


FINE BINDINGS 


WANTED 


[consignments for auction] 


FIRST LINE LIBRARIES 


SELLING 


WANT LISTS SOLICITED 
LET US ADD YOUR NAME TO OUR MAILING LIST 


JOHN F. BERGMAN 


4223 IROQUOIS AVE. 
LAKEWOOD, CA 90713 USA 


PHONE: (213) 421-0171 
AFTER 4 P.M. PST, AND ON WEEKENDS 


You’re not interested? 


My last ad was fashioned to appeal to your sound judge- 
ment, asking you to send your name and address whereby 
I could send a copy of List V to you. The response was 
discouraging... only 21 fellow NBS members replied; of 
course, that’s better than 20. 


There’re about 150 members on my mailing list, but I can’t 
understand why the rest don’t appear interested in acquiring 
numuismatic books. That’s a rudiment of our hobby, isn’t it? 


List V contains in part: Hepburn, History of coinage and 
currency in the U.S., 1st; Muhleman, Money of the US., 
unl; Del Mar, History of monetary systems, 1st; Sheldon, 
Early American cents, 1st; Bullock, Monetary history of 
the ULS., 1st; ANS, NNM Nos. 155-157; gobs of catalogs; 
also, Ferrari, Medina, Prober, and other eminent authors. 


Incidentally, if your name is on my mailing list it got 
there from correspondence with me; from advertising or 
editorial material; or, from a published membership list. 


But, if you don’t receive a copy of List V within the next 
year or two, you'll know you escaped my efforts, and that 
you muffed a golden opportunity, that is, if you collect 

numismatic literature; or checks, documents, stocks, bonds, 
obsolete paper money, old newspapers, souvenir cards, etc. 


Get interested! Send your name and address so you won't 
miss such gems. A 15¢ postcard will do, or a telephone call. 


Carling’s of Florida 


P.O. Drawer 580, Pomona Park, FL 32181-0580 
(904) 649-9730, 10 a.m. until midnight EDST 


Due to a family tragedy List V has been delayed until July. 
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NBS news & notes 


In the absence of our club’s officers, an informal meeting was held at the ANA 
convention in Seattle. It was taken charge of by Myron Xenos. He explained 
that his partner and our president, Ken Lowe, was unable to attend because of 
his teaching responsibilities. Our scheduled speaker, John Pittman, gave an 
interesting account of his experiences with books, libraries, and bookmen. The 
man confessed to having libraries in three locations; perhaps that means that 
he buys three copies of every book? It is hoped that a complete report of 
John’s talk will be available for our winter number. 


All members are urged to attend the next scheduled regional meeting of our 
society, which will be held during this year’s convention of the Pennsylvania 
Association of Numismatists. The show will be held October 5, 6, and 7 at the 
David L. Lawrence convention center in Pittsburgh, the site of last year’s 
ANA convention. The NBS meeting will be held Saturday, 6 October, with 
NBS president, Ken Lowe, as the speaker. 


Editorial 


It has become a tradition to hold a meeting of our society at the convention 
the American Numismatic Association holds each year. This year the ANA 
met in Seattle (August 21-26). Although one would have thought that the 
relative proximity should have been an inducement to our California members, 
attendance at the meeting was negligible. Society officers and directors were 
conspicuous by their absence. It is understandable that financial or business 
concerns or contractual obligations prevented some of them from attending; 
it is a reflection on our society if not one of them was there. 


With this issue we begin the publication of one of Jeff Rock’s bibliographies 
of numismatic books. He calls this one "Numismatic literature for pioneer and 
territorial gold and United States silver and gold issues prior to 1837" but an 
attentive reader will find that the author has included several books which 
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have little to do with his announced subject. The earlier bibliography he 
mentions will be found in volume 6, numbers 1 and 2, of our journal. 

Jeff points out that for the many collectors with an interest in the many 
thousands of pieces not fitting into this category, there are a few sources of 
information worth consulting. The first is Numismatic literature, a publication 
of the American Numismatic Society, now issued twice yearly, with over 120 
numbers printed. This valuable work describes publications covering the gamut 
of numismatics. Another valuable source is Elvira Clain-Stefanelli’s Numismatic 
bibliography, which is described in detail in the listing below. By far the largest 
bibliography of numismatic works, it even includes sections on auction 
catalogs. The third and possibly the most profitable source is bibliographical 
sections of reference works. Walter Breen’s Encyclopedia and some of the other 
books listed below have large bibliographies and list many titles that have 
never appeared in book auctions. 


Pompeji, ein Fuhrer durch die Ruine 


The increase in book collecting in the 1890’s fostered the proliferation of 
private presses and limited editions. In a sense the earliest presses were private 
presses. Although Jenson’s fifteenth century press in Venice was a successful 
commercial operation, the Academy of Aldus Manutius produced Greek texts 
because Aldus wanted to produce Greek texts. In eighteenth century England, 
Baskerville wanted to produce books which were well printed; his productions 
were mostly Latin classical authors because copyright monopolies prevented 
him from reprinting English classics. He was able to secure the right to reprint 
Milton’s Paradise lost, but that was about the only English book he published. 

These printer-publishers usually printed as many copies of a book as they 
expected to sell; at the great annual book fairs in Germany printers or their 
agents met and traded stock, so copies of Plantin’s books were for sale in 
Rome and Martin Luther’s tracts were available in Amsterdam. The idea of 
artificially limiting an edition of a book to justify charging a higher price for 
it and to make it more attractive to collectors does not seem to have become 
common until relatively recent times. 
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Playing on the instinct of many people to believe anything they read, 
unscrupulous publishers have touted as limited editions issues of as many as 
20,000 copies. Numbering of volumes was refined. One series would be 
numbered in roman numerals, another in arabic. The curious may consult the 
issues of Paul Masson’s books about Napoleon. Some copies were sold in 
sheets, some in an elaborate binding, a more elaborate binding, or a most 
elaborate binding with double sets of illustrations. 


The recent production by a well-known bookseller, all copies of which bore 
the legend "Copy #1", should be a lesson to all bibliomaniacs. A few years ago 
Mme Tatiana Warscher told me of her publishing experience. She self- 
published a little guide to Pompei. Knowing of the ways of printers, she 
ordered the sheets for her book from one firm, then secretly had them 
delivered to another firm to be bound. She had two hundred copies; as time 
went on and her stock grew smaller she raised the price, finally selling her last 
copy. After some time the printer died; his widow contacted Mme Warscher 
and wanted to know why she hadn’t accepted her books, which were taking 
up space in the warehouse! The printer had followed his usual custom of 
printing twice as many copies as contracted for, had even found where the 
books had been cased and had had her covers duplicated. Unfortunately for his 
widow, his records showed that Mme Warscher had paid for her copies but 
not that she had received them. Pompejt was back in print. 
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Additions and errors 
by Johns Adams 


AV Gila United States numismatic literature, volume II, now going to press 
it is an appropriate time to revisit volume I. If I had the book to write 
over again I would certainly include more of the mavericks from Attinelli. 
From the standpoint of content there are some absolute gems in that group, 
and although we do not always know who did the cataloging, these 
contributions deserve recognition. That listing will have to wait until another 
day. For the present it may be found useful if I list discoveries made since the 
publication of volume I in 1982, but first some errors: 


1. Haseltine. | remain uncomfortable with the first seven sales and the missing 
eighth. Hopefully one of you will feel inspired to set this series right. Different 
solutions have occurred to me, as they must have to others. 

2. The Chapmans. Number 6 is an error; the sale of that date was actually 
conducted by Thomas. Likewise, 17 is an error repeated from an earlier source 
which had misdescribed 48. Finally, 25 from the S.H. Chapman series does not 
come with plates. The source of my error is lost in time. 

3. Lyman Low. My 4 is in fact the second part of 3; the real 4 is described 
below. Pagination continues from 2 through both parts of 3 and through 4. 


There are a number of additions: 

1. Woodward. Beside his A, B, and C sales Woodward had one to which he 
occasionally referred as his sale D; this catalog, dated 1/23/1897 and containing 
1235 lots, is in the standard Woodward format. The items were consigned by 
Woodward’s long-time friend Joel Munsell and are mostly books, but the 
patient searcher will discover a few coins and some rare catalogs. Collectors 
who border on the fanatic may wish to add Harlan E. Woodward’s sale of 
11/6-7/1886. The work, in standard Woodward format, consists of 1302 lots 
of stamps. Harlan may be William’s philatelic nom de plume or maybe the 
nom of his brother. Good trivia question. 

2. Strobridge. The E.Mck. Holley sale dated 5/15/1873 is not mentioned by 
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Attinelli as being part of the series. Why he chose to omit it is a bit of a 
mystery, because based on other contemporary sources and a close comparison 
of styles it is unmistakably the work of Strobridge. For the record, the new 
12A contains 1036 lots, only a few of which are coins. The sole copy to come 
to my attention contained one photographic plate. 

3. Haseltine. He also produced a sale dated 6/23/1885, containing 474 lots of 
fossils etc., consigned by J.L. Kirkpatrick. Because he did not number the sale, 
Haseltine probably did not consider it part of his series, a view the rest of us 
should be content to adopt. 

4. Frossard. Thanks to a recent discovery there are now two sales numbered 
103. The unlisted one is dated 11/29/1890. The rarity of the piece is 
undoubtedly accounted for by the fact that it contains 237 forgettable lots of 
Chinese and Japanese antiquities. 

5.S.H. Chapman. The Siediecki sale comes in an octavo version as well as in the 
more common quarto. 

6. Henry Chapman. Newly discovered 19A is a four page self-covered affair 
dated 1/18/1913. The sale’s 53 lots were consigned by Emil Cauffman, quite 
possibly the same man who contributed to Cogan 26 some forty two years 
earlier. Just why Henry Chapman should sponsor in the flower of his career 
such an insignificant auction is not clear. Once he determined to proceed he 
would have been more readily forgiven by future bibliophiles if he had printed 
enough copies to go around. 

7. Steigerwalt. There have been a number of Steigerwalt’s fixed price lists 
unearthed in recent years. This territory is relinquished to some fellow 
collector who has a keener interest in the subject than do I. 

8. Lyman Low. Number 4, referred to above, is a catalog of books and medals 
dated March 1884. A total of 128 lots are listed; the pagination is 83 through 
90. 


The R.E. Kingsford catalog (November 1885) described in a footnote on page 
127 was known at the time only from the reference cited. Several years later 
I came across a fine copy boasting Lyman Low’s traditional blue cover and 
containing an announcement that the sale had been cancelled because Mr 
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Kingsford decided to remain a collector. Despite high praise from Mr Low the 
material rates only a B-. It was sold in 1889 for the grand sum of $625. A 
second copy of the catalog has since been discovered. 


On balance it would seem that time has produced more new challenges to 
collectors than answers to old ones. Part of the fun of writing books like 
volume I, and now volume Il, is to provide a foundation upon which new 
knowledge can be layered. May the structure grow and grow. 


George Frederick Kolbe announces that production of Adams' volume two has 
been delayed and that the book will not be finished until mid-October or 
thereabouts. The problem has been the desire to have volume two match volume 
one, which was published eight years ago. It has taken Howard Paper Mills three 
months to specially manufacture and deliver paper identical to that which they 
supplied for the first volume. George says that printing will begin momentarily, by 
which I presume he means momently. We trust that the printer will not have 
trouble with the narcs. The editor. 


CLASSIFIED 


Wanted: Directories of American banks, pre-1940; periodicals intended for bankers, pre-1960. Ask 
for want list. W.K. Raymond, 660 E. Carmen Ave, Fresno, CA 93728 (8.4) 


Numismatic book list. Books on coins, tokens, banking. New, used, scarce. R. Stockley, Box 64, 


Pierrefonds, Quebec, Canada H9H 4K8 (9.2) 


Florida wanted, especially before March 1845: bonds, books, checks, documents, obsolete paper 
money, stocks, medals and tokens. Gresham, Box 580, Pomona Park, FL 32181 (8.4) 


10 The Asylum 


Books about U.S. silver and gold 
coins prior to 1837 and 
pioneer and territorial gold 


by Jeff Rock 


HE following bibliography on pioneer and territorial gold coins and early 

United States silver and gold issues is a combination of two biblio- 
graphies, being published by The Brasher Bulletin and The John Reich Journal. 
The format is that of an bibliography I wrote several years ago for the Early 
American Coppers Club which was published in their journal, Penny-Wise, and 
which was later printed, with additions, in The asylum. 

As usual with this type of work, it was far more difficult to decide which 
books to omit rather than to find those which would be of use to the 
researcher or of interest to the collector. Because of the incredible number of 
books, monographs, auction catalogs and articles in newspapers, magazines, 
club journals and privately printed publications, this bibliography had to be 
limited, and it contains only printed books and monographs, including 
offprints and single-volume reprints of magazine articles. 

The listings in this bibliography include a brief description of the contents 
of the work and an opinion (strictly mine!) of the usefulness or desirability of 
the work, information on later editions or reprints, and, finally, a rough idea 
of what the particular book sells for (based primarily on auction records and 
private sales). When a single author has written a number of books they are 
listed in order of publication date. 

That this bibliography contains errors and omissions of relevant material 
I do not doubt. If there are any comments, corrections, or questions I can be 
reached at Box 3447, San Diego, CA 92103. 


Adams, Edgar H. Official premium list of United States private 
and territorial gold coins. New York, 1909. 72 pp., line cuts 
by Walter Blythe. 


Although this work was long touted as just a price guide, there is a 
wealth of additional information, especially in the area of private and 
territorial gold, which was one of Adams’ specialties. Highly recommended. 


a 
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In the past decade a small hoard of the softcover edition was found, enabling collectors to obtain 
what was once a very scarce book for about $20. A very small number of interleaved copies was 
issued in maroon hard covers. These generally sell for more than $100. The reprint issued in 1977 


by Willett brings about $10. 


___. Private gold coinage of California. 
I. The state assay office of California, 1850. 
II. The Moffat & Co. issues, San Francisco 1849-1853. 
Il. Various California private mints, 1849-1855. 
IV. Pattern and experimental pieces of California, 1849-1853. 
New York: American Numismatic Society, 1911-12. 110 pp., 11 plates. 


A few copies of this four-part article, which appeared in The American Journal of Numismatics, 
were off printed. This first thorough look at pioneer gold, including pattern issues, was long the 
standard reference for the series. Complete sets of the offprints are scarce and have realized over 
$200 at auction. In 1913 Adams made some minor corrections and revisions and offered the work 
as a single volume, in maroon cloth. Now titled Private gold coinage of California, 1849-55, its 
history and its issues, it contains a twenty page introduction by Adams. It is quite scarce and has 
brought $150-200. Later editions have an expanded 28 page introduction and have sold as high as 
$150. A 110 page reprint issued in 1975 by Stackpole Numismatic Books, Harrisburg, but without 
the introductions, sells for around $20. 


Adams, Edgar H. and William H. Woodin. United States pattern, trial and 


experimental pieces. New York: American Numismatic Society, 1913. 196 pp., 
ill. 

The first book devoted exclusively to patterns, this text is basically a listing of the patterns 
in the collection of Woodin (who a few years earlier had turned over to the government the two 
fifty dollar gold patterns, Judd 1546 and 1548, and, as partial compensation, received two trunks 
full of patterns). Three hundred copies were printed; they can be found for around $100. A small 
number of interleaved copies autographed by both authors were issued. One of these has brought 
$300. There was a special issue of fifty interleaved copies in full brown morocco; the only known 
sale of one of these was at the $1500 level. The reprints issued by James Kelly, Dayton, in 1940 
and 1959, usually sell for $25 and $15 respectively. 


Adams, Eugene H., et al. The Pioneer Western Bank-- first of Denver, 1860- 


1980. Denver, 1984. 219 pp., ill. 


A thorough look at this historic bank from its days as Clark, Gruber & Co., issuer of many 
private gold coins and patterns, down to the present day. Well written, with the first published 
reproductions of many photographs. Still available for about $25. 


Adams, John W. United States numismatic literature, Volume 1: 19th century 
auction catalogues. Mission Viejo: George Frederick Kolbe Publications, 1982. 
271 pp, iit. 
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A survey of early coin dealers and the auctions they conducted. Each auction is assigned 
grades according to the contents of various collecting fields. The biographies and sketches of some 
of the famous names of the past make very interesting reading. Although it may seem expensive 
at $85, I highly recommend it to all collectors interested in the early History of our hobby. The 
edition was limited to five hundred copies. 


Akers, David W. United States gold coins: an analysis of auction records. 
Englewood: Paramount Publications, v.d. A six volume series. 

Vol. I. Gold dollars 1849-1889. 1975. 110 pp., ill. 

Vol. IT. Quarter eagles, 1796-1929. 1975. 248 pp., ill. 

Vol. III. Three dollar gold pieces 1854-1889 and four dollar gold pieces 1870 
1880. 1976. 92 pp., ill. 

Vol. IV. Half eagles, 1795-1929. 1979. 393 pp., ill. 

Vol. V. Eagles, 1795-1933. 1980. 1980. 322 pp., ill. 

Vol. VI. Double eagles, 1849-1933. 1982. 404 pp, ill. 


The set is the most comprehensive listing and analysis of auction records of the series covered 
and is a must for collectors of U.S. gold coins. Complete sets have become quite scarce and can 
realize as much as $300. Individual volumes are available for from $10 to $40, though some 
searching will be required for the scarcer volumes. 


. United States gold patterns: a photographic study of the gold patterns struck 
at the United States mint from 1836-1907. Englewood: Paramount Publications, 
1975. 115 pp., halftone and color ill. 


A detailed look at the fifty one patterns known to have been struck in gold, commencing 
with the first issue in 1836, Judd 67. A beautifully produced book, with valuable tips on rarity and 
appearances of known specimens, now out of print and difficult to find for less than $35. 


American Numismatic Association. Selections from "The Numismatist": 
United States Coins. Racine, 1960. 301 pp., ill. 


Part of a four-volume set, this book reprints articles from 1909-1959 issues of the journal of 
the ANA. A few of the articles deal with early U.S. silver; all are interesting to read. Well worth 
the $10 or so the book costs. 


American Numismatic Society. Catalogue of the collection of gold coins in the 
cabinet of the American Numismatic Society. New York, 1909. 19 pp. 


A brief listing of the gold coins in the collection of the society with no great details. The 
catalog was produced to show what the ANS lacked in the area of gold coins, and members were 
implored to fill the gaps or to contribute funds for purchasing the missing specimens. Although 
not of much use to the researcher the book is quite scarce, as is most early ANS material. It 
usually sells for around $35. 
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. Exhibition of United States and colonial coins. New York, 1914. 134 pp., 
39 superb plates. 


One of the finest numismatic exhibitions ever held, with pieces loaned from some of the 
most prominent collections of the time. Included were four 1804 dollars, a Brasher doubloon, 
several unique colonials, patterns and territorial pieces. An absolutely indispensable guide for 
tracing pedigrees, the owner of each coin being identified. A very high quality publication, 
currently selling for $125-150, well below its value as a research tool. 


. America's silver coinage, 1794-1891. New York, 1987. 210 pp., ill. 

This book contains the papers read at the third Coinage of the Americas conference, held 
in 1987 at the ANS museum in New York City: "New varieties of early half dimes" by David 
Davis; "Early dimes, 1796-1837" by Allen Lovejoy and William Subjack; "The third die: a different 
look" by Russell Logan; "Edge and die sequences on early half dollars" by Donald Gunnet and 
Ivan Leaman; "The dollars of 1794-1803" by Robert Stark; "An update on The fantastic 1804 
dollar" by Eric Newman and Ken Bressett; "Unheralded hub changes in the Gobrecht series” by 
John McCloskey; "Early seated liberty quarters" by Roy Ash; "Seated liberty half dollars" by 
Randall Wiley and William Burgert; "date logotypes on seated liberty dollars" by David Cohen; 
and "The coinage and ‘the crime of 1873’" by Harry X. Boosel. Still available from the ANS at 
$15 and a must-have for every collector serious about the early silver coinages of our nation. 


Andrist, Ralph. The California gold rush. New York: American Heritage 
Publishing Co., 1961. Ill. 


One of the few books I have not seen or owned, this has been described as an overview of 
the gold rush days, with few areas covered in detail. Pioneer gold coins and ingots are mentioned, 
but nothing new is presented for the numismatist. Copies should be available for $15 or so. 


Attinelli, Emanuel Joseph. Numusgraphics, or a list of catalogues in which occur 
coins or medals which have been sold by auction in the United States, also a list of 
catalogues or price lists of coins issued by dealers, also a list of various publications 
of more or less interest to numisgraphics which have been published in the United 


States. 

Although eagerly sought by collectors of numismatic literature this work is quite valuable 
to researchers in almost any area of numismatics, since it provides the names of consignors to the 
sales as well as an abundance of obscure information not found elsewhere. Fewer than fifty copies 
were printed, and fewer than half that number survive. Although the price of this book is high, 
it is not commensurate with its rarity, being only around $1500. In 1976 Quarterman Publications 
reprinted it under the much shorter title A bibliography of American numismatic auction catalogues 
1828-1875. This features a forward and rarity guide by noted collector John W. Adams. Now out 
of print, it generally sells for $30. 


Barfield, Rodney, and Keith Strawn. The Bechtlers and their coinage: North 
Carolina mint masters of pioneer gold. Raleigh: North Carolina Museum of 
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History, 1980. 65 pp., ill. 

A thorough look at the lives of the members of the Bechtler family and their 
accomplishments both numismatic and non-numismatic. A catalog of the Bechtler coinage is 
presented, illustrated with specimens owned by the museum, with diagnostics of genuine pieces. 
Hardcovered copies are selling for $25-30; softcovered for about $15. 


Beistle, M[artin] L{uther]. A register of half dollar varieties and sub-varteties, 
being a description of each die variety used in the coinage of United States half 
dollars as far as the issues are known, covering the United States mint at 
Philadelphia and branches at New Orleans, San Francisco, Carson City and 
Denver. Shippensburg, 1929. 261 pp., frontispiece of Beistle and Proskey, 7 


plates. 

This was long the standard reference for the series; some old-time collections still contain half 
dollars attributed to Beistle. Unfortunately the book is quite difficult to use for attributing coins. 
The original book sells for $50-75. One hundred thirty five copies in full morocco contain 
photographic plates rather than the halftones of the regular issue; these have sold for about $350. 
The 1964 reprint from Bebee’s, Omaha, sells for around $25. 


Betton, James L., ed. Money talks: a numismatic anthology selected from Calcoin 


News. California State Numismatic Association, 1972. 372 pp, ill. 

An anthology of articles which appeared in Calcoin News, the journal of the CSNA during 
the past 35 years. Although no earth-shattering articles are presented the book does make 
enjoyable light reading. Still available for under $10. 


Birdsall, C.M. The United States branch mint at Dahlonega, Georgia: its history 
and coinage. Easley, 1984. 119pp, ill. Six color plates. 


A well written work giving good background history of the Dahlonega mint as well as a 
thorough listing of its coinage. Available for around $25. 


. The United States branch mint at Charlotte, North Carolina: its history 
and coinage. Easley, 1985. 123 pp., ill. Color plates. 


A companion to the above work examines in detail the operations of the Charlotte mint, 


from the legislation surrounding its opening to its eventual closing. An important book, available 
for about $25. 


Bolender, M[ilford] H[enry]. The United States early silver dollars from 1794 to 
1803. Freeport, 1950. 75 pp., 9 gravure plates. 


The standard reference to the series. Bolender, who put together one of the finest collections 
of early dollars ever formed, was a dealer as well as an astute collector. He issued many fine 
auction catalogs, including one for the sale of his own collection. The plates in the original are 
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superior to those in any of the reprints. This classic numismatic work belongs in the collection 
of every serious numismatist. It sells for about $75, occasionally being found with an errata sheet 
correcting a few text errors and one plate error. The undated reprint issued ca 1969 by Bebee’s, 
Omaha, contains halftone plates and generally sells for $35-40. Bebee’s 1974 revised reprint 
generally fetches $30. Krause Publications’ 1982 reprint of the last sells for $25-30. Krause’s 1987 
reprint, 96 pp. and including an updated list of rarities, is still in print and costs $25. Guides to 
valuations have been issued in 1950, 1956, 1961, 1971, and 1974, probably also in other years. 
These scarce guides usually sell for $2-5 when offered along with the Bolender book. 


Bowers, Q. David. Adventures with rare coins. Los Angeles, 1979. 305 pp., fine- 


screen halftones. 

A fascinating book, great for background reading as well as to capture a feeling for what 
numismatics was like in the past. The anecdotes and a nostalgic foreword written by dealer- 
collector-numismatist extraordinaire John J. Ford, Jr, make the book a bargain at $15-20. 


. The history of United States coinage as illustrated by the Garrett collection. 
Los Angeles, 1979. 572 pp., ill. (some colored). 


What can be added to the praises lavished on this book? By far the finest general reference 
book yet produced in this country. The Garrett collection provided an incomparable opportunity 
to produce such a book, and the number of wonder coins depicted in its pages can still make the 
adrenalin flow. Costing about $40, this high quality book should be included in any numismatic 
library. I strongly suggest that any beginning collector first acquire this book and Walter Breen’s 
Encyclopedia. 


. United States gold coins: an illustrated history. Los Angeles: Bowers and 
Ruddy Galleries, 1982. 415 pp., ill., 24 color plates. 


Bowers and Ruddy made numismatic history in 1982 when they sold the incomparable 
collection of United States gold coins that belonged to the late Louis Eliasberg (although they 
were required to bill it as "The United States gold coin collection"). This book is filled with 
fascinating information and illustrates some of the choicest pieces from that incomparable 
collection. Another must-have book, by one of the most prolific, most readable authors 
numismatics has ever known. Still available from Bowers and Merena Galleries at under $30. 


. Virgil Brand: the man and his era. Wolfeboro: Bowers and Merena 
Galleries, 1983. 248 pp., ill. 


The story of Virgil Brand, perhaps the greatest coin collector who ever lived, is presented 
here in great detail, including an abundance of material never before published. Brand, who prior 
to the publication of this book had a reputation of having been nothing more than a hoarder of 
rare coins, is revealed as a serious and knowledgeable numismatist. The book makes fascinating 
reading and is impossible to put down (I had to read it twice to make sure I hadn’t missed 
anything the first time around!). Sull in print at under $30. 


. Abe Kosoff: dean of numismatics. Wolfeboro: Bowers and Merena 
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Galleries, 1985. 351 pp., ill. 


As usual, Bowers delivers a thoroughly readable, completely enjoyable book. Kosoff, who 
started in 1929 as a small-time dealer, ended up as one of the most successful dealers of all time, 
handling virtually every rarity in the U.S. series, with special emphasis on private and territorial 
gold and U.S. patterns. The edition of 500 copies is still in print at about $20. 


. The compleat collector. Wolfeboro: Bowers and Merena Galleries, 1985. 
40 pp., half of them cartoons by Elli Ford. 


A whimsical, often tongue-in-cheek look at the hobby. A great tonic for those of us who 
often get carried away with coins. At about $5 this is must reading. 


. United States dimes, quarters, and half dollars: an action guide for the 
collector and investor. Wolfeboro: Bowers and Merena Galleries, 1986. 215 pp., 
ill. 

A look at the dime, twenty- cent, quarter and half dollar denominations, including tips on 


sleepers and varieties. Written in Bowers’ easy-to-read style, it is informative and interesting, even 
to the advanced numismatist. In print, about $10. 


. The numismatist's bedside companion. Wolfeboro: Bowers and Merena 
Galleries, 1988. 224 pp. 


A collection of twenty nine articles originally appearing in the firm’s Rare coin review. 
Interesting reading, sure to be perused time and time again. In print, under $10. 


. Buyer's guide to United States gold coins. Wolfeboro: Bowers and Merena 
Galleries, 1989. 122 pp., ill. 


Aimed mainly at the investor in gold coins, this book provides combined mintage figures for 
the various types and lists in charts the number of auction appearances of specific dates and/or 
mintmarks. In print, about $20. 


. The numismatist's fireside companion. Wolfeboro: Bowers and Merena 
Galleries, 1989. 224 pp. 


A companion volume to the above book, this reprints twenty six articles, including one by 


the famous collector Louis Eliasberg on the formation of his incomparable collection. In print, 
under $10. 


. United States coins by design types: an action guide for the collector and 


investor. Wolfeboro: Bowers and Merena Galleries, 1989. 255 pp., ill. 
A brief look at each U.S. coin design from 1793 to the present. Each design is illustrated and 


provided with mintage information. Although this book seems aimed at the investor, the included 
historical information justifies its inclusion in every collector’s library. In print, under $10. 
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Breen, Walter. Walter Breen's encyclopedia of U.S and colonial proof coins 1722- 
1977. Albertson: F.C.I. Press, 1977. 324 pp., ill. 


The standard reference on proof coins, this book presents abundant historical data and 
hitherto unpublished information on proof production. The halftones of some of the most 
gorgeous coins imaginable are uniformly of high quality. Pieces which are known to have been 
in famous collections are listed as well as those seen by the author during his more than thirty 
years’ research. Although many copies of this book were produced it has become a modern rarity. 
Don’t expect to find a copy for less than $100. The 1990 reprint by Bowers and Merena has paper 
covers. It has appended a fourteen page list of corrections and additions (some merely correcting 
typos, others with important information). The quality of the halftones is poor but the $30 price 
is better. As noted numismatic literature dealer stated in a recent auction catalog, "Dave, if you’re 
reading this, buy the boards, restart the press, the reprint is worthy of better treatment." 


. A complete course in numismatics. n.p.: United States Numismatic 
Association, n.d. 70 pp. 


Gives valuable tips on the grading of U.S. coins as well as surface, strike color, and other 
characteristics by variety. Very little in the way of historical information but a very useful 
supplement to the ANA grading guide, Photograde, and the multitude of other grading guides 
floating around. Quite scarce and missing in several larger libraries but, because of its relative 
obscurity, in little demand. When it has been offered, the price has been around $35. 


. Dies and coinage. Hewitt’s Numismatic Information Series, n.d. 36 pp., 
ill. 
A well researched and succinctly written monograph, the first devoted solely to die making 


and the minting process. A treasure trove of information and a booklet that should be in every 
numismatist’s library. Required reading and, at a price of around $5, easy to obtain. 


___. Seven pamphlets detailing the varieties of U.S. gold coins: 
Major varieties of U.S. gold dollars. 24 pp., ill. 
Varieties of United States quarter eagles. 32 pp., ill. 
Major varieties of the United States three dollar gold pieces. 19 pp., ill. 
Early United States half eagles, 1795-1838. 72 pp., ill. 
Varieties of United States half eagles, 1838-1929. 45 pp., ull. 
United States eagles. 59 pp., ill. 
New varieties of $1, $2.50 and $5.00 United States gold. 16 pp. 


Chicago: Hewitt Numismatic Publications, ca 1964-6. 

These monographs were originally serialized in the Numismatic Scrapbook and were later 
reprinted as separate monographs. Although the quality of the halftones is generally poor, the 
quality of the research and writing is high and more than compensates for the illustrations’ 
shortcomings. By far the best volume is that on early half eagles. The set of seven pamphlets is 
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becoming scarce, although with some searching it can be found for around $30. Individual issues 
range from $1 to $7. Highly recommended, as are most of Breen’s works. 


sodtrs' . Proof coins struck by the United States mint. New York: Wayte 
Raymond, Inc., 1953. 48 pp. 

Originally issued as Vol. 20, no.s 2 and 3, of The coin collector’s journal, this is Breen’s first 
work on proof coinage, drawn largely from his extensive research in the National Archives. 
Although for the most part incorporated into Breen’s Encyclopedia, listed below, it is still of 
interest to collectors and is available for $5 to $10. 


. The United States patterns of 1792; disme, half disme and cents. New 
York: Wayte Raymond, Inc., 1954. 16 pp., ill. 

Originally published as whole number 154 of The coin collector’s journal. It is of special 

interest that this is the first time the engraver of the 1793 half cents was identified as the man who 


also engraved the obverse die of the 1792 pattern disme. Required reading for anyone interested 
in the history of the early coinage of the United States. Available for around $10. 


‘2 yrs . The United States minor coinages, 1793-1916. New York: Wayte 
Raymond, Inc., 1954. 16 pp., two halftone plates. 

Originally published as Vol. 21, No. 3 of The coin collector’s journal. Although it deals only 
with half and large cents, two and three cent pieces, and nickel five cent coins, there is abundant 


information about early engravers and mint practices which should be of interest to every 
collector. Still available for around $5, 


. The secret history of the Gobrecht coinages, 1836-1840. New York: Wayte 
Raymond, Inc., 1954. 28 pp., ill. 

Originally published as Vol. 21, No.s 5 and 6, of The coin collector’s journal, this well written 

monograph deals with the history of the pattern and regular issues attributed to Christian 


Gobrecht, including several 1835 and 1836 patterns and proposed designs. A wealth of material, 
some of it never before published. Easily obtained and quite inexpensive at under $5. 


. Silver coinages of the Philadelphia mint, 1794-1916. New York: Wayte 
Raymond, Inc., 1958. 28 pp. 
Originally issued as whole number 159 of The coin collector’s journal. In this monograph 


Breen examines the silver coinages of our first mint. The information he presents is, as usual, of 
the highest quality, much of it hitherto unpublished. Available for around $5. 


. United States half dimes: a supplement. New York:Wayte Raymond, Inc., 
1958. 16 pp. 


Originally published as the final issue, whole number 160, of The coin collector’s journal. A 
valuable monograph giving rarity ratings, notes on more varieties, and some pedigrees. Obtainable 
for about $5 and highly recommended, this supplement was also published as part of the 
Quarterman reprint of the Daniel Valentine work on half dimes described in detail later. 0 
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German states bibliography 
A short practical guide for pre-1760 coins 
by Alfred Szego 


COMPENDIUM of the most valuable reference works, drawn from 

my experience, may help guide collectors of old minor German coins. 
Most of the items listed will not just fall into your hands. If your bookseller 
cannot help locate items for you, try the numismatic book auctions. 


1. Collection Bonhoff, vols I and II. Frankfurt: Busso Peus Nachf. Auction 
Catalogs 293 and 295, Oct. 1977 and June 1978. The sale covers approximately 
1000 to 1400 AD. Vol I, by far the more important, contains 2158 lots; vol 
II, 322. The illustrations in the text show 95% of the coins. Vol I is a must! 


2. Die saurmasche Miinzsammlung deutscher schweizerischer und polnischer 
Geprage. Berlin, 1892. Two vols. About 1350-1619 AD. Lists and illustrates 
3171 coins. One vol. reprint, Schloss Burgpreppach (1968). Most important. 


3. Collection Wilhelm Kraaz. Halle: A. Riechmann & Co, Feb. 1924. 40 plates. 
Containing 1150 lots, 95% illustrated, this sale covers the Kipper period (ca. 
1619-29), a time of empire-wide coin debasement not included in #2. 


4, Gerhardt Schoén. Deutscher Miinzcatalog 18te Jahrhundert. Munich: 
Battenberg, 1984. 864 pp, ill. Covers ca. 1700-1806. A good start in a difficult 
area. There is an excellent bibliography after each country or state covered. 
Relatively easily available. Another must! 


5. Ginter Schén. Altdeutschland. Munich: Battenberg, 1976. 729 pp., ill. A 
catalog of Holy Roman Empire issues from 768 to 1806. Covers German coins 
preceding #4, many from the very difficult 1630-1700 period. Relatively easily 
available, this is another must. 
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6. Giinter Schén. Katalog der Kupfermiinzen des rémische-deutschen Reiches 1m 
16., 17. und 18. Jahrhundert. Graz: Verlag fiir Sammler, 1978. 233 pp., ill. 
Useful to attribute still other German copper coins. Moderately available. 


7. O.P. Ecklund. Copper coins of German states since 1500. n.p., 1963. 126 pp., 
ill. Useful offprint from The numismatist, but poor illustrations. 


8. Coins of the world; copper, nickel & brass. F.W. Scott, 1913. Useful for 
minors. Reprinted. 


9. Deutsche Brakteaten: Collection [Arthur] Lobbecke. Halle: A. Riechmann & 
Co., 1925. 43 plates. Contains 1032 lots, 95% illustrated. Revised edition by 
E. Mertens. Miinster:Dombrowski, 1974. 68 pp., 43 plates. Standard for 
bracteates. Moderately available. 


10. Peter Berghaus. Der Miinzschaftzfund von Hermer-Westig. Hemer: 
Biirgerverein, 1949. 96 pp., 16 plates. Excellent for the attribution of the small 
concave, uniface Schiisselpfennige. Moderately available. 


11. Ottfried Neubecker and Wilhelm Rentzman. Wappen Bilder Lexicon. 
Munich: Battenberg, 1974. 415 pp., ill. An update of Rentzman’s classic on 
heraldry, illustrating thousands of coats of arms. Moderately available. 


12. F.W. Schlickeysen and R. Pallmann. Erklarung der Abkiirzungen auf 
Miinzen. Berlin & Stuttgart, 1896. vilit+511 pp.+two charts of monograms. 
Good for mintmasters’ letters and legends. Reprinted (1961). 


13. Otto Flamig. Monogram auf Miinzen, Medaillen, Marken, Zeichen und 
Urkunden. Braunschweig, 1968. Ca. 182 pp., 60 of them plates of monograms. 
Moderately available. 


14. William D. Craig. Germanic coinages. Mountain view, 1954. 242 pp. 
including three plates of line drawings. This book is very well known and will 
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be the guide for English-speaking collectors. A veritable gold mine of 
information, covering the period from Charlemagne through Wilhelm II. Not 
illustrated, but a 16 page supplement has three pages of line cuts. Usually 
available at auctions. To paraphrase an ubiquitous TV commercial, don’t start 
out without it. 


A closing note is in order. Germanic states were incredibly fragmented during 
the period described. The farther back we go, the more coin issuers. The 
literature is vast, and hundreds of books, costing perhaps more than $200,000, 
would be required to cover most all of the German coins. The best I can 
suggest is covering 90% of the coins you are likely to encounter, buying 
reference works which are within reach at a moderate cost. The books listed 
should do just that. 0 


The printer’s devil 
by Joel Orosz 


H’ placed my card face down on his desk. "What can I do for you, Mr 
Marlowe? 

"Tell me about the Brasher doubloon." 

"Ah yes," he said. "The Brasher doubloon. In some ways the most interesting 
and valuable of all early American coins. As you no doubt know." 

"What I don’t know about early American coins you could almost crowd into 
the Rose Bowl." 


Raymond Chandler’s 1942 private eye story, The high window, is —as you no 
doubt know— one of the most famous novels to use an American coin as a 
central feature of the plot. Chandler’s hardboiled detective, Phillip Marlowe, 
was admired by thousands of readers, and Humphrey Bogart brought Marlowe 
to life on the silver screen in an adaptation of another tale, The big sleep. (Film 
buffs with a numismatic bent will know that The high window too was turned 
into a 1947 film titled "The Brasher Doubloon". Alas, that was a B movie at 
best. The main device of Chandler’s plot in The high window, the theft of the 
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Brasher doubloon, became a reality in 1965 when Yale University’s Brasher 
was stolen from the Sterling Memorial Library, along with several other coins 
from Yale’s cabinet. After the doubloon was recovered and returned to Yale 
the University decided to sell the coin during a period of financial tightness, 
in 1980. Stack’s, the firm selected to handle the transaction, issued an attractive 
four-color booklet to promote the private-treaty sale, with the price fixed at 
$650,000. Intrigued by the life-imitates-art aspect of the story, Stack’s 
mentioned The high window prominently in their booklet, thus increasing the 
fame of the novel. 


If many numismatists are aware of The high window as an example of coin- 
in-novel literature, very few recall another contribution, one by Ellery Queen. 
In 1947, while "The Brasher doubloon" was enjoying its brief run in movie 
houses across the land, Little, Brown, & Co. published Calendar of crime, an 
anthology of mystery stories by Ellery Queen. One of these was titled "The 
adventure of the President’s half disme." (Aficionados will know that Ellery 
Queen is the pen name of cousins Frederic Dannay and Manfred Lee, a team 
which wrote the exploits of the erudite detective Ellery, beginning in 1929. If 
my memory is correct, one of them was a numismatist; at any rate they were 
aware that half dimes were issued briefly with the archaic spelling disme.) 


I won’t reveal the denouement, but the plot is briefly this: Martha Clarke, a 
farm girl, is in danger of losing the homestead. By chance she finds the diary 
of an ancestor, Simeon Clarke, which tells of the February 1791 visit of 
George Washington to Simeon’s home. To acknowledge Simeon’s hospitality 
the President buries his sword and a 1791 half disme somewhere on Simeon’s 
farm. Ellery Queen then proceeds to match wits with the father of our 
country, with the result that— but I promised that I wouldn’t tell. 


Now anyone with a copy of the redbook will object that as far as we know 
there is no such thing as a 1797 half disme. The authors are perfectly aware of 
that fact and, in the story, Washington himself mentions that this 1791 is an 
experimental coin, struck from silver he himself provided, given him as a 
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keepsake. They also hint that the coin may have been struck outside the mint. 
It seems clear that the authors were aware of the persistent story that George 
Washington had presented the family silver service to be melted by the mint 
for conversion into half dismes. This story received confirmation a few years 
later when Walter Breen discovered a document signed by J.R. McClintock, 
a treasury official. McClintock said that Adam Eckfeldt had told him on April 
19, 1844, that one hundred dollars’ worth of half dismes were coined at the 
request of President Washington from "bullion or specie" deposited by the first 
president for that purpose. The by-then-retired chief coiner also remembered 
that the half dismes were struck in the cellar of Mr. Harper, a saw maker, 
because the mint was not yet ready to go into operation, so Ellery Queen 
realized that there is probably no 1791 half disme but teases us with the 
tantalizing thought of what might have been— even could have been. 


Be that as it may, "The adventure of the president’s half disme" provides 
twenty minutes or so of enjoyable reading for the collector of numismatic 
literature. Anyone inclined to read it may also find it, if your local library does 
not have the original edition, reprinted in Ten great mysteries, edited by 
Howard Haycraft and John Beechcroft (Garden City: Doubleday & Co. Inc, 
1959). In fact, you would make an interesting collection by gathering novels 
and short stories that center on numismatics. Perhaps an enterprising NBS 
member could put together a bibliography of such works for anyone who 
may be interested. If so, it would probably be wise to omit Moby Dick from 
the list. If I recall correctly, a coin gets nailed to the mast in that one! QQ 


24 The Asylum 


| WANT TO BUY FOR MY LIBRARY 


| will purchase complete runs, GQuplicates, or 
single copies of the following periodicals: 


Scott Coin Collectors Journals 
Mason’s Monthlies — Mason’s Coin Journals 
Steigerwalt Coin Journals — The Curios & Pricelists 
Elder’s Monthly — Elder Magazines 
Numismatic Antiquarian of Philadelphia 
Canadian Antiquarian Journals 
Proceedings of the American Archaeological Society 


Also Wanted 


ANA memorabilia—photographs—early convention 
programs—photographs of famous numismatists. 


Contact 


ARMAND CHAMPA 
P. O. Box 22316 
Louisville, KY 40222 
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NUMISMATICS 


Spink and Son Limited 
are always interested in being offered out-of-print 
books relating to all aspects of the subject, including: 


COINS 
MEDALS 
ORDERS, DECORATIONS & MEDALS 
TOKENS 
NUMISMATIC JOURNALS 
BANKNOTES 
ROYAL MINT 


All Numismatic Manuscript Material 
of Any Period and in Any Language. 


BOOK DEPARTMENT 
5, 6 & 7 King Street, St. James’s, London SW1Y 6QS 
' Telephone: 01-930 7888. Telex: 916711 
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FUNCTION ASSOCIATES 
SIXTH MAIL BID SALE 
NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 
October 27, 1990 


Part II of "A Southern Gentleman's" 
collection of reference material. 
To receive your complimentary catalog, 
please advise us of your mailing address. 


FUNCTION ASSOCIATES — FRED L. LAKE 
6822 22nd Ave. N — Suite 218 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33710 
(813) 343-8055 


P.O. BOX 447 e SAN FERNANDO, CA 91341 


SAN FERNANDO BOOK GO. 


Specializing in 
Numismatics, Antiques & Collectibles 
(818) 362-2173 


WESTCHESTER FAIRE SHERMAN OAKS 
ANTIQUE MALL ANTIQUE MALL 
8655 South Sepulveda Blvd. 14034 Ventura Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90045 Sherman Oaks, CA 91423 
% Mile North of LAX Airport Near Hazeltine 
Large Selection of Large Selection of 


Numismatic Books Books on Collectibles 


Autumn, 1990 


.. years of hands-on coin collecting experience 
qualifies the numismatic staff of Krause Publications as 
a collective “expert.” 


It’s why our flagship 
publication, NUMISMATIC 
NEWS has been the hobby’s 
leading newspaper for more 
than 37 years. And it’s why the 
hobby en masse looks to 
NUMISMATIC NEWS when 
they want the latest, most 
accurate report of the U.S. coin 
hobby available today. 


Up-to-the-minute news, 
timely delivery, the hobby’s only 
full-time Washington News 
Bureau, a time-tested 
mail-order 


marketplace and an overview of 
the hobby that’s second to 
none. That's what 
NUMISMATIC NEWS offers 
you. 

It pays to follow the leader in 
all hobby-related matters. 


Delivering The NEWS — It’s 
What We Do Best! 


numismatic RCWS 


700 E. State St., lola, WI 54990 
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MARLCOURT BOOKS 


NEW AND USED NUMISMATIC BOOKS 
Paper money, banking and business history, our specialties 
We buy and sell out-of-print and antiquarian books 


Fixed price lists are free on request; write or telephone 


MARLCOURT BOOKS 


P.O. Box 956, Station B 
Willowdale, Ont. Canada, M2K 2T6 
Telephone 416-490-8659 


MACERATED is my game, 
but | need YOUR help! 


During the late 19th century and well into the 20th, 
paper money was macerated by the U.S. Treasury and 
sold to individuals who converted the scrap into papier 
maché, then into small hats, shoes, postcards, etc. 

I’m trying to locate as much information as 
possible about those operations; | need periodicals, 
books, documents... anything that refers to any phase 
of the project. Your information, suggestions or 
thoughts on the subject will be appreciated. 


Bertram M. Cohen 
Great American Coin Co. 


169 Marlborough St. * Boston, MA 02116 * (617) 247-4754 
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The Money Tree 


1260 Smith Court 
Rocky River, OH 44116 
Office: (216) 333-3444 
FAX: (216) 333-4463 


Our 10th Mail Bid Sale has an expected closing date 
of November 5. 


FEATURING 
The Avis and Remy Bourne duplicates of 19th 
century auction catalogs. 


Duplicate references of ancient and world coins from 
the library of Mark Auerbach, with additional selec- 
tions from prominent numismatists and bibliophiles. 


This sale will offer such a variety of choice and rare 
material, especially 19th century auction catalogs, 
that we have included three introductions, and have 
significantly expanded the amount of reference 
material in the catalog. 


The large format, illustrated catalog will cost $10. 
Don't fail to get your copy of what will become an 
important reference catalog. 


Your friends, 


Myron Xenos, NLG 
Kenneth Lowe, NLG 


$ete etd 
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Terres Bitas 
Numismatic Literature = 
Bought & Sold 7 

Fixed Price Lists Issued 


Free Copy to NBS Members on Request 


Charles Davis 
Box 1412 
Morristown, NJ 07960 


(201) 540-1159 
Evenings/Weekends only please 


Member since 1968 ANA, EAC; also ANS, NBS 


tittetatet fit tote 


Rtpiat att atetotetas 
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WANTED 


[for outright purchase] 


OUT-OF-PRINT STANDARD REFERENCES ON 
ANCIENT & MODERN NUMISMATICS 


UNITED STATES AUCTION SALE CATALOGS 
PRIOR TO 1960 


ANTIQUARIAN BOOKS [before 1800] 


FINE BINDINGS 


WANTED 


[consignments for auction] 


FIRST LINE LIBRARIES 


SELLING 


WANT LISTS SOLICITED 
LET US ADD YOUR NAME TO OUR MAILING LIST 


JOHN F. BERGMAN 


4223 IROQUOIS AVE. 
LAKEWOOD, CA 90713 USA 


PHONE: (213) 421-0171 
AFTER 4 P.M. PST, AND ON WEEKENDS 


Goodbye to books? 


It’s likely that most of you have read of the 
impending demise of books as we know them; one 
frequently reads statements, most often originating 
within the computer industry, which claim that 
computers will replace books "...ndeed, very soon!" 


Maybe. 


Doomsayers never reveal the number (if they know 
it,) of books published in the U.S. for a given year 
(more than 55,000 in 1989); they ignore the nearly 
2,000, excluding training manuals, spawned within 
the computer industry itself. One can only wonder 
how many books are published worldwide every year. 


I can’t envision a practical computer book (text) that 
I could read while seated in my easy chair, or when 
lying in bed; one to hold, to feel...one that smells of 
newness, or of leather, or even smells musty. 


Intimacy: books have it, but computers don’t, and 
they never will...not in my lifetime anyhow. 


However, on the off chance those claims are accurate, 
you had best send for my next list of books, bonds, 
checks, documents, and other paper; it could be your 
last chance to buy a genuine archaic book. 


Carling’s of Florida 


P.O. Drawer 580, Pomona Park, FL 32181-0580 
(904) 649-9730 until midnight 


THE AdYLOG 


Quarterly Journal of the Numismatic Bibliomania Society 


Volume VII, No. 4 Winter, 1990 


CONTENTS 
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GEORGE FREDERICK 
K O L B E 
FINE NUMISMATIC BOOKS 


cS 
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BOEKEN LIBRINI 


PURCHASE NUMISMATIC LIBRARIES 

REGULARLY AUCTION ALL TYPES OF 

RARE NUMISMATIC BOOKS 
NUMISMATISCHE | PROVIDE ESTATE VALUATIONS 
NUMISMATISCHE |]{ AND PROFESSIONAL APPRAISALS 
BOEKEN  LIBRI NI 


P. O.. DRAWER 3100 e CRESTLINE, CA 92325 
TEL: [714] 338-6527 FAX: [714] 338-6980 
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NBS news & notes 
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 


Nominations in writing shall be directed to the secretary, who will in turn ask 
for written acceptance from each nominee. All nominations must be received 
by the secretary no later than 15 January 1991. Ballots will be mailed with the 
first issue of 1991. The elected officers and their duties are 1) the president, 
who will preside at all meetings, fill elected office vacancies by appointment, 
appoint committees, and cast the deciding vote in case of a tie; 2) the vice 
president, who will assume the president’s duties in his absence and assist the 
president with his duties as required.; 3) the secretary/treasurer, who will keep 
minutes of all meetings; process all membership, election, and other 
correspondence as described in the by-laws or as may otherwise be necessary; 
receive all funds, pay all bills, and issue an annual financial report; 4) A Board 
of six members, who will, along with the three above described officers, 
comprise the executive board, which has the following duties: to appoint the 
non-elected offices of editor, convention chairman, and others which become 
necessary; by majority vote to make all decisions regarding membership, 
conventions, dues, general policy, and amendments to the by-laws. 


It is desirable but not mandatory that our elected officers attend the annual 
American Numismatic Association’s conventions, at which our annual meeting 
and only business meeting is held every year. Five members of the executive 
board are required for a quorum in order to transact business. 


Send all nominations to 
John F. Bergman, Secretary/treasurer 
Numismatic Bibliomania Society 
4223 Iroquois Ave. 
Long Beach, Calif. 90713 
USS A; 
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As was noted in the fall issue, a scheduled but informal meeting of our society 
was held during the ANA convention in Seattle, on 24 August. The following 
notes about John Pittman’s talk have been extracted from Wayne Homren’s 
minutes of that meeting. 


Our guest speaker, John Pittman, entertained us with a discussion of how he 
built a numismatic library along with his famous coin collection. 

John has been an avid reader all his life. At the University of Rochester 
he found a good library, and he delighted in searching the stacks for rare and 
unusual books. He still remembers the delight he had in finding that he was 
the first student to check out a particular book in one hundred fifty years. 

In the 1930’s he began actively buying numismatic books, his most 
important source being Barney Bluestone, a coin dealer in Syracuse, New 
York. Barney’s coin shop was a Mecca for scholars and book collectors. John’s 
vocation as a paper chemist made him well aware of the deterioration of acidic 
papers; Barney nicknamed John "the paper sniffer" from his habit of always 
smelling a book before he bought it; John knows that once deterioration has 
started it is difficult to arrest. 

Another of John’s important sources of books was George Bauer, who 
often sold him his duplicates. Other sources were Judge Sawiki of Cleveland, 
Dr Sartorius, and Dr. Pipito. His set of The numismatist was obtained from 
John F. Jones, a past president of the ANA. In addition to using his own 
books, which are housed in three separate locations, John has taken advantage 
of his domestic and foreign travels to visit great libraries and look at their 
books. He pointed out the value of numismatic literature for identifying 
rarities unknown to most collectors. Often coins or sets of coins found 
described in old catalogs or periodicals have never been heard from since. Some 
detective work often proves fruitful in locating such numismatic rarities. 

John pointed out that as coin values increase people shift their interest to 
related items; tokens, medals, books. To this can be attributed the great 
increase in the prices of numismatic books in recent years. John predicted that 
condition will eventually become as important a factor in literature prices as 
it has become in coin prices. 0 


6 The Asylum 


Editorial 


There is something disturbing about incomplete sets of books. A bibliomaniac 
is not content with having the last few editions of the red book; he wants at 
least one copy of each edition. A famous book collector (Richard Heber) once 
said that a man needs three copies of a book, one to preserve on his shelves, 
one to read, and one to lend to his friends. I haven’t lent any books since I lost 
The tropic of cancer to a friend. When I gave it to her she brightly remarked, 
"Oh, this hasn’t even been read!" In fact it had been read by me and by two 
other friends; I suppose she hasn’t returned it because now it looks read. 


But I digress. An incomplete set can be the impetus for searching for the 
missing volumes. I had a nerve-wracking experience with an Australian book 
seller (not, I hasten to add, our friend Mark Freeman). I had ordered a two 
volume work from him; I received only volume one. I wrote requesting either 
the missing volume or a refund. Months went by with no response. I believe 
it was six months later that I received the missing volume, along with an 
apology. It was a bad six months. 


It is a bad practice to buy a partial set in the hope of completing it. Several 
years ago I was in Haslam’s and saw the Oxford History of technology. | fell 
in love with that lovely five-volume set but couldn’t afford it at the time. A 
couple of years later I had saved up enough money for it, but alas! it was sold. 
It was out of print! Only five years ago I found the first three volumes at a 
Friends of the Library book sale; I decided that half a loaf was better than 
none and bought them. Do not, however, write offering me volumes four and 
five. Two years later I was able to buy the missing volumes from the same 
Friends of the Library, to my mind an incredible stroke of luck. What usually 
happens is that after buying an incomplete set you are offered a complete one, 
and you might as well flush the broken set, since you won’t be able to sell it 
for much. All this is by way of introducing another check list, this one of a 
numismatic series which is apparently complete, A catalog of modern world 
coins, edited by the late Richard Yeoman. See page 18. 0 
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Books about U.S. silver and gold 
coins prior to 1837 and 
pioneer and territorial gold 


by Jeff Rock 
This is the second part of Jeff's bibliography. 


Breen, Walter (continued). The minting process: how coins are made and mismade. 
Beverly Hills, 1970. 163 pp., ill. 


A modern rarity, this soft-cover book consists of twenty four lessons on coinage, with an 
emphasis on minting fundamentals, error coins, and blundered dies. At the end of the booklet is 
a final exam of fifty questions which was to be returned to and graded by the American Institute 
of Professional Numismatists. Those passing were awarded diplomas. Much of the abundant 
information in this book was previously unpublished. This booklet is extremely difficult to locate; 
I have never seen a copy in an auction, and my copy cost over $50 a decade ago. If it does appear 
at auction it should sell for $50 to $75. 


. Walter Breen's complete encyclopedia of U.S. and colonial coins. New 
York, 1988. 754 pp., ill. 


A numismatic classic even though it’s less than two years old. Billed as "The ultimate guide 
to U.S. coins", this mammoth volume lives fully up to its claims. Breen, one of the foremost 
numismatists our country has ever seen, spent ten years writing this book, and the results speak 
for themselves. Historical information, rarity, mintage figures, die characteristics, and variety 
information are presented on every coin from the earliest colonial issues of 1616 down to the 
present day. Over four thousand illustrations, many of them of coins from famous collections, 
show most of the coins listed. The book’s drawbacks are few: some outdated material, especially 
in the colonial section; the publisher’s insistence on placing the halftones beneath the descriptions 
(the opposite of almost all publications); numbering every issue, which does not allow for the 
insertion of subsequent discoveries. These few negatives are far outweighed by the amazing depth 
and diversity of the material offered. The book has justifiably been described as a complete 
numismatic library between two boards. If you had to limit yourself to one book a year, this 
should be the first. The original price of $75 was quickly discounted, and new copies can still be 
had at under $60. 


Breen, Walter H. and Ronald J. Gillio. California pioneer fractional gold: 
historic gold rush small change 1852-1856 and suppressed jewelers’ issues 1859- 
1882. Pacific Coast Auction Galleries, 1983. 160 pp., ill. 


The standard reference in the field. Extensively researched by Breen, the coins are separated 
by issue and assigned to specific coiners and jewelers. Much of this abundant historical material 
was previously unpublished. The halftones are excellent in this superb reference work. In soft 
covers 2750 copies were issued; they are available for $25 to $30 and well worth the price. The 
deluxe issue, limited to 250, with two additional color plates and hard covers, has sold for $125. 
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Browning, A. W. Early quarter dollars of the United States 1796-1838. New 
York: Wayte Raymond, 1925. 36 pp., 8 photographic plates. 

The standard reference for the series, complete with extensive descriptions and photographs 
of every variety then known to exist. Only one hundred copies were printed of the first edition, 
and these have consistently sold for over $1,000. Five were deluxe, bound in full morocco and 
autographed by the publisher. All the deluxe copies were sold to super-collector Col. E.H.R. 
Green, and with the dispersal of his estate they reached the market. The only sale price I know 
of for a deluxe copy is $3200; if one were offered today it would probably go for more. John J. 
Ford, Jr. produced a reprint in 1950. This edition features a somewhat trimmed text and plates 
made from the original negatives. These plates are better than those in the original. Ford’s edition 
is one of the rarities of modern numismatics, around twenty five copies were produced, five of 
them being bound in red calf. The regular issue has sold for as high as $750, the deluxe has 
brought $1000. The 1962 reprint by Zenith Trading Company., Newton Center, Mass., contains 
44 pages and includes the quarter dollar section from the Haseltine type table. It usually sells for 
$10. The eight photographic plates, which were offered separately, are much rarer than the text 
and have sold for $100. The 1975 reprint issued in New York has 36 pages and halftone 
illustrations. It sells for about $15. The New York publisher Durst issued a reprint in 1977 and 
reissued it in 1981. This hardcover book, which is of a somewhat higher quality than most of that 
firm’s reprints, sells for around $10. Bowers and Merena Galleries will soon be publishing a 
completely revised edition, annotated by Walter Breen, Doug Winters, and other collectors. 


Brunk, Gregory G. American and Canadian countermarked coins. Rockford, 
1987. 349 pp., ill. 


Countermarked coins are an interesting, often overlooked, area that combines the worlds of 
the coin collecting and exonumia. Brunk’s book is the standard reference, listing many thousand 
counterstamps, some of them not published previously. Available for around $40. 


Burnie, R.H. Small California and territorial gold coins: quarter dollars, half 
dollars, dollars. Pascagoula, 1955. 96 pp. 


A controversial monograph, as many of the varieties described by Burnie are not listed 
elsewhere and are though to be nothing more than fantasies of the author. This work does cover 
the fractional gold pieces issued for fairs and expositions from roughly 1900 to 1915, pieces not 
cataloged elsewhere. The book was issued in black, green, and dark blue covers (if anyone else out 
there cares, the green and blue are the scarcest variants, while the black is by far the most 
common) and is available for around $30. 


Buttrey, Theodore V., ed. Coinage of the Americas. New York: American 
Numismatic Society, 1973. 139 pp., ill. 


An interesting and informative booklet, issued in conjunction with the major exhibition of 
western hemisphere coinage held by the ANS in 1973. The articles of interest to collectors of 
United States coins are one by Eric P. Newman on colonial issues and one by Walter Breen on 
U.S. coinage which includes private and territorial gold. The book is intended as an overview; no 
series is dealt with in detail. Still available from the ANS for under $10, it is a bargain at that, 
since it contains articles written by two of our country’s leading numismatists. 
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Carothers, Neil. Fractional money: a history of the small coins and fractional 
paper currency of the United States. New York, 1930. 372 pp., ill. 


The book form of a doctoral dissertation presented to Princeton University in 1916, it deals 
with all the minor coinages, including silver, relating why some of the different metals were used. 
A very readable book, especially the section about the circulation of coins during the Civil War. 
The scarce originals have bought $75-$100. The 1967 reprint issued by A.M. Kelly sells for around 
$30. The 1988 Bowers and Merena Galleries reprint is still available for around $20. 


Clain-Stefanelli, Elvira. Numismatic bibliography. Munich: Battenberg Verlag, 
c1985. 1848 pp. 


By far the largest, most thorough bibliography of numismatic works ever written. This book, 
printed on some of the thinnest paper imaginable (a necessity, since with close to two thousand 
pages it would have been larger than the phone directories for New York City!), lists numismatic 
books, pamphlets and articles printed in commercial, organizational, and private publications. The 
book is divided into logical sections, and at the end of each section is a list of some of the best 
auction catalogs pertinent to that section. Use of this tool is facilitated by the inclusion of six 
indices: Authors, Collectors, Personal names, Geographical terms, Numismatic terms, and Public 
collections. A must for every numismatic researcher, I found myself consulting it frequently while 
compiling this bibliography. The price tag of around $80 may frighten a few people off, but the 
amount of time and energy saved by this magnificent publication more than makes up for the cost. 


If you’re serious about numismatics you should have this book. 


Clain-Stefanelli, Elvira and Vladimir. The beauty and lore of coins, currency and 
medals. Croton-on-Hudson: Riverwood Publishers Ltd., 1974. 256 pp., ill. 


A lavishly produced coffee table book featuring some of the most beautiful coins around. 
Loaded with information, this is yet another book that should be in every library. Well worth the 
$15 to $25 copies have cost. 


Clifford, Henry H. "Pioneer gold coinage in the west 1848-1861: a study in 
frontier economics" in The westerners brand book: book nine. Los Angeles, 1961, 
pages 217-260, ill. 


A very substantial monograph describing the various issues and illustrating the major types. In 
addition there is substantial background information, with photographs of the mint sites, original 
dies, and the like. Only 550 copies of The brand book were printed, and these are avidly sought 
after by both numismatists and western history buffs, so the book is difficult to find and usually 
costs around $50. The Clifford monograph was privately reprinted and is quite scarce; the only 
auction record I can find for it is $35. 


Comparette, Thomas Louis. Catalogue of coins, tokens and medals in the 
numismatic collection of the United States mint at Philadelphia, Pa. Washington: 
U.S. Government Printing Office, 1912. Later editions 1913, 1914. 584-694 pp., 
15 plates. 
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This hefty volume catalogs all the numismatic items formerly at the Philadelphia mint but 
now in the Smithsonian Institute. Very little background information, some of which is inaccurate. 
One of the reasons for the book’s relative scarcity is that the listing of U.S. pieces (including 
colonials, territorial and private gold, and patterns) is covered in a scant 100 pages. The second 
edition is by a small margin the most difficult to find, although all three should be available for 
from $50 to $80. 


Cross, Ira B. Financing an empire: history of banking in California. Chicago, 
1927. Four vols., xii, 1002, 531, 448 pp., ill. 


A mammoth reference, this four volume set is full of information on the early banking 
practices of California, much of it both historically and numismatically important. Vol. I is the 
most desired by numismatists, since it contains extensive notes on pioneer gold. The work is 


almost always seen as a set, selling for around $300. Expect to pay at least $125 for Vol. 1 if you 
find it by itself. 


Davis, David J., Russell J. Logan, Allen F. Lovejoy, John W. McCloskey, and 
William Subjack. Early United States dimes 1796-1837. Ypsilanti, 1984. 279 pp., 
ill. 

The bible of the John Reich Collector’s Society. In the past fifty years every type and 
denomination of early coinage has been thoroughly cataloged, usually with several reference books 
having been written on each. The only series missing from this numismatic bounty was that of 
early dimes. The five authors, with the help of unpublished manuscript notes of Walter Breen, 
have written a book that will surely be considered a numismatic classic, much like Dr Sheldon’s 
book on early large cents. Each variety is described in detail and illustrated, with information on 
rarity and condition-census examples. The tremendous amount of research that went into 
producing a work like this is quite evident: even the smallest details are covered in a professional, 
informative manner. I would heartily recommend this book to all collectors interested in early 
silver coinages, but I have a feeling that it is already in the libraries of the majority of those 
collectors. Copies for those of you who still haven’t obtained one are available for around $40. A 
deluxe issue, limited to 100 copies and autographed by the authors has sold for $50-$60. 


Dickeson, Montroville W. The American numismatic manual of the currency of 
money of the aborigines, and colonial, state, and United States coins. 
Philadelphia:[Lippincott & Co.], 1859. Later editions 1860, 1865. 265-271 pp., 
19 or 20 metallic-ink lithographic plates. 


The first collector’s bible, attempting to give a complete overview of American numismatics 
between two boards. The manual, as it was referred to in its day, presented much information not 
found elsewhere and has proved to be a starting point of sorts for most subsequent research of the 
era. Unfortunately a large portion of the information presented is totally inaccurate (although in 
defense of the author it should be noted that many of the errors are directly traceable to inaccurate 
and incomplete early mint records and to rumors of the day). The book was printed in record 
numbers, and many copies have survived to this day, although not always in very good condition. 
The current price range of $150 to $225 does not accurately reflect the tremendous impact this 
pioneering work had on American numismatics. A scarce issue of the third edition, produced by 
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Lippincott & Co. after they had run out of plates, bears the words "Without Plates" on the spine 
and sells for around $75. 


Dinardo, Joseph E. The private mint of Moffat & Co. 


This extremely scarce privately printed booklet of twelve pages, including three plates and 
photographs of John Moffat and George A.F. Kuner, has good photographs, although not of the 
quality of those in other works on pioneer and territorial gold coinages. I have not been able to 
find out the number of copies printed, but it must have been small. It took me seven years to find 
a copy; I paid $35. 


Doering, David and Susan. California fractional gold. Santa Monica, 1980. 144 
pp., ill. 


A book of limited usefulness. The authors do describe the varieties in detail and present some 
varieties not listed by Lee, but there are also a number of mistakes and omissions. Some of the 
pieces given separate numbers are counterfeits or error pieces. The valuations are extremely high 
for pieces the Doerings owned, while those lacking in his collection were given very modest prices. 
Copies of the first edition sell for around $30. A second edition, by David Doering alone, contains 
196 pages and was printed in 1982. This edition is slightly more useful, though it has been 
surpassed in every way by the Breen work described above. The price for the second edition has 
remained at around $50. 


Doty, Richard. The Macmillan encyclopedic dictionary of numismatics. New 
York: Macmillan, 1982. 355 pp., ill., some color. 


The standard dictionary used by most numismatists. Quite a bit more up to date than the 
Frey work described below, with more illustrations than any other numismatic dictionary. It 
covers coins, tokens, medals, paper money, decorations, coin weights, and primitive money in an 
easy-to-read manner which makes some of the most obscure facets of numismatics comprehensible 
to even a beginning collector. Well worth the $40 or so a copy will cost. 


Du Bois, William E. Pledges of history: a brief account of the collection of coins 
belonging to the mint of the United States, more particularly of the antique 


specimens. Philadelphia, 1846. 138 pp., one plate of ancient coins. 

The first book describing the mint collection of coins, which was officially started in 1808 
although chief coiner Adam Eckfeldt had saved many pieces from the inception of coining. Very 
scarce. The original printing must have been quite small, as there were only a handful of collectors 
of U.S. coinage at the time. Copies have routiriely sold for $150 to $200. 


Duphorne, R. The early quarter dollars of the United States, 1796, 1804-1807, 
1815-1828, 1831-1838. The Windsor Group, 1975. 73 pp., ill. 


A thoroughly readable work and, although not a replacement for the Browning work 
described earlier, still of interest to collectors of early quarter dollars. Although the only auction 
record I have is $10, the work seems somewhat difficult to find. 
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Eckfeldt, Jacob R[eese] and William E[wing] Du Bois. A manual of gold and 
silver coins of all nations struck within the past century showing their history and 
legal basis and their actual weights, fineness and value, chiefly from original and 
recent assays... Philadelphia, 1842. 220 pp., 16 engraved plates. 


A landmark in American numismatics, this work was the only practical guide available for 
almost twenty years and the first book to illustrate pioneer and territorial gold coins and to depict 
the 1804 silver dollar. The plates were engraved by the medal-ruling machine at the mint. The 
fine frontispiece of the mint building was a first in illustration: from a daguerreotype was made 
a bas-relief in soft metal, an electrotype of which was used to make an engraving. Copies of this 
historic and still useful work have sold for around $150. A supplement issued in December 1849 


contains a fine plate of California and Mormon gold coins. Some examples contain samples of 
California gold. These are quite rare and have sold for $1000 to $1500. 


. New varieties of gold and silver coins, counterfeit coins and bullion, with 
mint values. Philadelphia, 1850. 61 pp., 1 plate. 


A supplement to the above, this describes the new varieties of coins added to the mint 
collection, as well as current coins of other nations. Quite scarce. Examples have sold for $300. 
Copies with California gold samples are rare and have sold for $1200. A second edition, published 
in New York in 1851, was increased in length to 72 pp. Containing 5 plates, it has sold for $250. 
The third and final edition (1852), which contains 103 pp. and 5 plates, has also sold for $250. It 
is unlikely that either of the final two editions contained the gold samples; none are known. 


Evans, George G. Illustrated history of the United States mint with a complete 
description of American coinage. Philadelphia,1885. ca 160 pp., line cuts and 


halftones. | 

Later editions were dated every year from 1886 to 1894, then 1897, 1898, and 1901. This 
entertaining reading gives valuable information on the mint, the minting process, the officials in 
charge of the mint, several plates of coins with valuations. Invaluable for the halftones of mint 
directors and their short biographies. This very popular item is one of the books which established 
Evans as a publishing giant in his day. Few of the soft-covered issues have survived; they have sold 
for about $50. Those covered in half morocco are equally scarce and have brought over $100. 
Cloth-covered copies are well worth the $25 or $30 they command. The most popular edition 
seems to be the one issued in 1892, the centennial of the mint as well as the year for the 
Columbian Exposition. That edition usually brings $40-60. Although the book is easily found, 
Durst published a 190 page reprint in 1977, obtainable for about $25. 


Fauver, L.B. Exonumia symbolism & classification. Menlo Park, 1982. 350 pp., 
ill. 

This book thoroughly describes the issues of the Kettle firm in Birmingham, England. For 
a period of more than fifty years that firm issued tokens and game counters, some of which were 
imitations of early U.S. gold coins or things that have been touted as pattern territorial issues. One 


of the finest specialized books published on any series and by far the best in this esoteric area. 
Highly recommended. Copies are available for about $60. 
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. American counters, part 1: double eagle & eagle gold. Menlo Park, 1983. 
100 pp., ill. 


This volume, a companion to the above and the only part published so far, deals with the 
counters of double eagle and eagle size, including some that look an awful lot like California gold 
coins. This book is a bit easier on the pocketbook at around $10. 


Ford, John J., Jr. The Franklin hoard of United States Assay Office of Gold Coins: 
an answer to Eric P. Newman. New York, 1967. 113 pp., hand drawn 


illustrations. 

As stated in the introduction to this bibliography, I have tried to stay away from works that 
were not actually published and offered for sale to the public. This collection of correspondence 
and drawings falls dangerously close to that category, but as it is of controversial subject matter, 
registered in the Library of Congress, and written by one of our generation’s most brilliant 
numismatists, it was thought best to include it here. The only copy which has appeared at auction 
was in Kolbe’s sale of the Ted Craig library, August 13, 1983. The work includes correspondence 
about the questionable hoard pieces and the text of Eric Newman’s 1966 speech, "Perfection in 
forgery". The Craig copy, presumably one of a very small number, brought $2500 on an estimate 
of ten percent of that amount. If another copy should come up for auction, expect strong interest 
in it! 


Frey, Albert R. Dictionary of numismatic names with a glossary of numismatic 
terms in English, French, German, Italian, Swedish. New York, 1947. 


Originally published in The American journal of numismatics in 1917, this is one of the best 
numismatic dictionaries ever written in the English language, probably ranking just behind the 
more recent book by Richard Doty described above. This book belongs in the library of every 
collector, and even advanced numismatists will find themselves consulting it frequently. Scarce. 
Copies generally sell for over $100. 


Gilbert, James Henry. Trade and currency in early Oregon: a study in the 
commercial and monetary history of the Pacific northwest. New York, 1907. 126 
pp., one graph. 

Although this is an early work, predating the all-important Adams title described above, the 
historical details presented are of uniformly high quality. Important information on Oregon 
(especially) and California pioneer gold pieces is presented, along with a wide variety of data on 


commercial practices of the era. A fantastic reference. Scarce. Copies appear only infrequently at 
auction and have sold for around $80. 


Gould, Maurice. Merchant counterstamps on American silver coins. Wayland: 


Ovolon Publishing, 1962. 16 pp., ill. 


Although this book has been largely superseded by the Gregory Brunk publication described 
above, the work is still of interest and obtainable for around $10. 


14 The Asylum 


Griffin, Clarence. The Bechtlers and Bechtler coinage and gold mining in North 


Carolina 1814-1830. Forest City, 1929. 15 pp., ill. 

Reprinted from The Numismatist, 1929, pp. 549-558, 808, by the author. A wealth of 
information, although most has since appeared in the less expensive Barfield and Strawn book 
described above. Copies of this work are quite scarce and have sold for around $80. 


Hafen, LeRoy R. Currency, coinage and banking in pioneer Colorado. Denver, 


1933. 10 pp,, ill. 
Offprinted from The Colorado magazine, Vol. 10, No. 3 (May 1933), this is a good general 
overview of the Colorado issues though not too deep in any one area. I have not seen a copy of 


the offprint offered in an auction, although copies of the magazine appear and have brought 
around $35. 


Hancock, Virgil, and Laurence Spanbauer. Standard catalogue of United States 
altered and counterfeit coins. New York: 1979. 221 pp., ill. 


A thorough listing of counterfeit and altered United States coins as well as colonial and 
territorial pieces. Many of the coins described in this book are obvious counterfeits; others could 
easily deceive the most experienced of collectors. Recommended reading. Although only 1000 
copies were printed, obtainable for around $30. 


Harshaw, Lou. The gold of Dahlonega: the first major gold rush in North America. 
Asheville, 1976. 110 pp., ill. 


A look at our nation’s first large-scale gold rush. A great amount of technical and historical 
data is presented, and though much of it has been incorporated into other books, this is still 
worth the attention of the serious collector. Copies are available for around $15-$20. 


Haseltine, John W. Type table of United States dollars, half dollars, and quarters. 
Philadelphia, 1881. 124 pp. 


Originally an auction catalog for Haseltine’s Nov. 28-30, 1881, sale. The collection offered 
was so extensive that Haseltine’s descriptions served as a reference for many decades. Copies of 
the sale catalog are quite scarce and bring over $75. The 1927 edition prepared by B. Max Mehl 
contains additional varieties as well as a section on the 1804 silver dollar. Although Mehl’s edition 
is scarce, it sells for around $35. The quarter dollar section was added by Zenith Trading 
Company to their reprint of the Browning work described earlier. A separate printing of the half 
dollar section (55 pages) was issued in Chicago in 1968 by Hewitt Numismatic Publications. This 
half dollar reprint is available for under $5. 


Hickcox, John H. An historical account of American coinage, with plates. 
Albany, 1858. 151 pp., 5 engraved plates of colonial coins. 


This work is the first major attempt to publish something serious about the coinages of our 
fledgling country. Although the bulk of the book is taken up with colonial coinages, there is some 
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information on early mint issues as well. At the time of publication the author was twenty six 
years old, showing that age counts a lot less than effort and sincerity. Only 200 copies were 
printed, five of them a special issue on large paper. Regular copies sell for around $400, while one 
of the special copies has reached $1200. 


Hilt, Robert P. Die varieties of early United States coins. Omaha, 1980. 122 pp., 
ill. 
Mainly concerned with the silver and gold issues. The conclusions and die sequences 


presented by the author are interesting, if a bit controversial. Some may prove to be correct. 
Available for around $40. 


Hindle, Brooke. David Rittenhouse. Princeton, 1964. 394 pp., ill. 


The standard biography of the first director of the mint. Very enjoyable reading, even the 
parts that are not directly linked to numismatics! Scarce. Copies have sold for around $40. 


Hodder, Michael, and Q. David Bowers. The Norweb collection: an American 
legacy. Wolfeboro, 1987. 288 pp., ill. 


The illustrations include plates of some of the choicest coins offered since the Garrett sales. 
This book gives a thorough account of the formation of the famous collection, starting with the 
initial purchases by Liberty Holden in the nineteenth century. Fascinating reading, it is more than 
just a cut-and-dried account of coins; it also gives a look at the people who acquired them. It is a 
fitting tribute to Mrs Norweb, the grande dame of numismatics. At around $30 this is a book to 
be read over and over. Although at the time of publication Bowers was already well known from 
the multitude of books he had written, Hodder had written only a few articles and a number of 
auction catalogs dealing mainly with foreign and ancient coins. That has changed, and Hodder 
has become one of our hobby’s most prolific and respected authors, covering not only foreign and 
ancient issues but also colonial and regular U.S. coins, encased postage stamps, and even exonumia! 
If this bibliography is ever updated, expect a large increase in the number of entries from this 
young man. 


Howe, Octavius T. Argonauts of °49: history and adventures of the emigrant 
companies from Massachusetts 1849-1850. Cambridge, 1923. 221 pp., ill. 


A very scarce work listing one hundred twenty four companies that emigrated from 
Massachusetts and the various problems they encountered. A fantastic source of background 
material on both the gold coin and the ingots made by some of these companies. Copies are in 
great demand, and the only auction record I can find is over ten years old. Expect the book to 
realize at least $125 at auction. 


(to be continued) 


CLASSIFIED 


Wanted: Directories of American banks, pre-1940; periodicals intended for bankers, pre-1960. Ask 
for want list. W.K. Raymond, 660 E. Carmen Ave, Fresno, CA 93728 (8.4) 


Numismatic book list. Books on coins, tokens, banking. New, used, scarce. R. Stockley, Box 64, 


Pierrefonds, Quebec, Canada H9H 4K8 (9.2) 


Florida wanted, especially before March 1845: bonds, books, checks, documents, obsolete paper 
money, stocks, medals and tokens. Carling Gresham, Box 580, Pomona Park, FL 32181 (8.4) 
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Books at auction. 


"The book auction seems to have been originally practiced by the Elzevirs of 
Leyden, but it gained its widest vogue in England. The first auction sale of 
books took place in London (as also in England) in 1676, a London bookseller, 
William Cooper, being the introducer of the system, having, no doubt, 
obtained the idea from the auction sales of the Elzevirs in Leyden. Clavell 
refers to these sales of Cooper’s in amusing terms: 

‘As to the method used in selling books by auction in London, I suppose that 
many men have paid dear for their experience in this way; and I judge it may 
be demonstrable that ’tis more probable for the buyer to gain advantage by a 
Lottery; than in this way... it being apparent that most books bought in an 
auction may be got cheaper in Booksellers’ shops. And it cannot well be 
judged otherwise, for many commissions for the best book are given, it may 
be twenty orders for one book, that when buyers think to have it cheap, they 
outbid one another and run 10’/ or 12/- in 30 beyond the price in shops, 
sometimes more, sometimes less. The experience of which being known and 
felt, and the imposing of old rubbish out of shops, and bad editions of books 
under pretence of eminent mens’ libraries, with other methods not here 
mentioned, may in a little time put an end to this project." 

This quotation from Putnam’s Books and their makers during the middle ages has been copied from 
James Westfall Thompson’s The Frankfurt book fair. Putnam is quoting from The general catalog 
of books printed in England since the dreadful fire of London, 1666. To the end of Trinity term, 1680, 
together with the texts of single sermons, with the authors’ names; plays acted at both the theatres; and 
ar abstract of the general bills of mortality since 1660.<otth an account of the Wilesof all books chime 
navigation, music, etc., and a catalog of school books, to which is now added a catalogue of books printed 
in foreign parts and in England, since the year 1670, collected by R. Clavell. London: S. Roycroft for 
Robert Clavell, 1680. 


Putnam apparently paid £3 10s for his copy of Clavell. He does not say 
whether he bought it at auction. 0 


en 
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Seed money twenty five dollars 


Fred Lake submitted the following quotation from the Proceedings and collections 
of the Wyoming Historical and Geological Society, Vol. II (1886), pp 158-60. 


"While the immediate work of the Society should be confined to those 
branches which are covered by its name... its valuable numismatic cabinet 
should not be neglected. In 1885, the Trustees wisely appropriated the sum of 
$25 for the purchase of coins, and this sum was expended in perfecting one set 
of the U. S. silver and copper issues, by the purchase of such pieces as cannot 
be obtained in circulation. Such an appropriation should be made annually. 

To the members of the Society this may seem an ‘expensive luxury’, 
because Numismatics are regarded too much as a mere ‘boy’s hobby’, rather 
than as ‘the science of coins and medals’, as Worcester defines the word. 

As an aid to the study of Archaeology and History the Science of 
Numismatics cannot be overestimated. The history of the coins of a country 
is the history of its finances; the history of the medals of a country is the 
record of its leading events. A study of the various coins in circulation as 
money throughout the thirteen colonies until the establishment of the United 
States Mint, 1793, and subsequently, will naturally lead the student into an 
examination of the financial problems of every decade in the history of the 
country. Merely a glance at the medals issued by the United States Mint will 
reveal the fact that by especial act of Congress, the United States Mint has 
struck and issued over fifty bronze medals, each of which commemorates some 
signal victory of the arms of the United States over its foes from 1775 to 1816. 
These great events cannot be lost in oblivion so long as the medallic records 
exist. 

This is true of nearly all the large collection of medals in our cabinet; 
with very few exceptions they are historical, perpetuating the memory of great 
epochs, or individual incidents in the history of various countries to which 
they belong. 

It is particularly true of the ancient Greek and Roman Empires, that not 
only recorded events, but many events of importance which find no place in 
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known written history were made immortal by the issue at the time of coins 
or medals bearing the record of the event in gold, silver, or base medal. 

That the study of numismatics leads up to higher studies, the writer 
learned by experience, as he was led to the study of the history of Spain and 
of the Peninsular War by finding in his cabinet, when as a youth, a pistareen 
of Ferdinand VII, King of Spain’, and one of Joseph Bonaparte, "King of 
Spain’, each bearing the same date, 1808. 

As one purpose of this Society is the education of coming generations in 
the history of this section, and those great events of our land connected 
therewith, it is our duty to see that each branch of her work should be so fully 
developed that no facility that would aid the student be neglected." 


Fred adds 

It is interesting to note that the Reverend Hayden lived by his own words, for 
within the same volume is a treatise on "Silver and copper medals” which he 
authored. His research included reading through "some 200 catalogs covering 
30 years of dealers’ sales". Those of us who collect numismatic literature can 
find comfort in knowing that we have been preceded by others of similar 
bent. 0 


The brown book 


yh ede this illustrated and priced guide to modern foreign coins 
was based on Wayte Raymond’s Coins of the world (see this journal, Vol. 
VIII, No.1 (Spring, 1990], pp 10-13), Mr Yeoman introduced his own ideas. 
Coin-issuing countries were arranged in a single alphabet, although Chinese 
and Canadian provinces and Indian and German states followed their respective 
countries. Continuing what had become a standard practice in his red book, 
Yeoman began each country with the lowest denomination coin. He said that 
the collector was more likely to have small coins rather than large, so he had 
the lower denominations put where they could be easily found. Under each 
country coins were grouped by ruler or other natural division, often a change 
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in government or a wholesale recoinage; each country had its own set of 
sequential numbers. Although from the dealer’s standpoint the pricing system 
was deficient, since it listed a price only for the most inexpensive year of a 
type in only one grade, yet it enabled him to ask a higher price by claiming 
that the coin he offered wasn’t the cheap one! If he used the listed price as a 
basis for figuring his buying price he was guaranteed a profit. 


The brown book, along with Richard Yeoman’s other books, was published 
by the Whitman Publishing Company in Racine, Wisconsin. Second-hand 
copies of the thirteen editions are common today, but many of them are well 
thumbed and most of the colorful dust covers have been worn out. Each 
edition consists of 512 pages, although in the earlier editions the last three 
pages are blank. A coated paper stock was used in order that the half-tone 
illustrations would print with some detail. The books are sewn in sections, 
16mo, with a page height of 19 cm. The dust jackets retain the same design 
throughout but the colors were changed to mark the different editions; the 
brown-cloth hard covers remained the same until the twelfth edition appeared 
in soft covers. 


First edition. A catalog/ of/ modern/ world coins/ by R.S. Yeoman/ Includes 
coins of all countries of the world in all metals/ issued during approximately 
the past 100 years./ Profusely illustrated/ Coins are chronologically listed, and 
grouped/ by metallic content, design (type) and denomination./ Each coin type 
is individually identified by a/ catalog number, denomination and date or dates 
of issue./ An estimated value is shown for each type/ and denomination./ First 
Edition./ Copyright 1957/ Whitman Publishing Company/ Racine, Wisconsin. 


The list of contributors for this first edition was short: A.E. Bebee, Lauren 
Benson, Earl Brown, Vernon L. Brown, James E. Charlton, Henry 
Christensen, William L. Clark, William D. Craig, Henry Grunthal, Lee F. 
Hewitt, and Ernst Kraus. No mention was made of the extensive borrowing 
from Wayte Raymond’s earlier world coin books. 
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Second edition 1957. The decision to publish a second edition the same year 
as the first indicates the immediate success of the brown book. Although 
additions and corrections were made, clever editing made it possible to 
maintain most pages unchanged. Some of the changes, though, made it 
necessary to change catalog numbers for some coins, a serious inconvenience 
in a catalog which goes through multiple editions. In general adding new issues 
to a country presented no problem, since it simply involved continuing the 
country’s series of numbers. 


Third edition 1959. With the third edition the debt to Raymond’s catalogs was 
finally acknowledged by an addition to the title page: "Many illustrations and 
data herein are based on Wayte Raymond’s standard works on 19th and 20th 
Century Coins of the World.” 


Fourth edition c1961. Revisions to this edition included the addition of coins 
omitted earlier, the 1945 issues of Mongolia and the early 1920’s coins of 
Bukhara. Also picked up were the Belgian coins of Leopold I, extending 
Belgium back a generation. The heading Tunis was corrected to the name of 
the country, Tunisia. 


Fifth edition 1962. With this edition the list of principal contributors and 
source references was moved to the title page, which now became as crowded 
as that of an eighteenth century English book. A new entry was titled Arabian 
Sultanates. It included the obsolete coins of the State of Quaiti and the 
sultanates of Lahej and Mukalla. 


Sixth edition 1964. In a sense this. is the last edition; additions and revisions 
made it apparent that the limit had been reached. It was even necessary in this 
edition to delete those Belgian coins of Leopold I which had been added in the 
fourth edition. The decision was made to begin a new, inexpensive catalog of 
modern world coins, which first appeared in 1966 as Current coins of the world 
by R.S. Yeoman. Of the same format as the brown book, it was limited to 
coins of the most recent twenty five years. It was planned to add new issues 
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to the new catalog in later editions. The coin numbers in the new book 
continued the series in the old. The brown book continued to be published 
sporadically, but although successive editions were edited they did not include 
later issues of coins. 


Seventh edition 1967. With this edition Neil Shafer became coordinating 
editor and Holland Wallace associate editor. 


Eighth edition 1968. With this edition three men joined Yeoman on the title 
page: Neil Shafer, coordinating editor; Holland Wallace, associate editor; 
Kenneth E. Bressett, project supervisor. 


Ninth edition 1970. Whitman had become a division of Western Publishing 
Company, Inc., so the new publisher’s name now appeared on the title page. 


Tenth edition 1972. Alterations in the catalog made it necessary to remove 
post 1960 coins from Modern world coins; those coins remained, of course, in 
the companion Current coins of the world. 


In 1972 appeared a heavyweight contender which challenged the brown book, 
Krause and Mishler’s Standard catalog of world coins. Soon named the 
"telephone book" because of its size, this so-called standard catalog dealt an 
eventually fatal blow to Yeoman’s Catalog of modern world coins. Insult was 
added to injury by wholesale borrowing of Yeoman’s catalog numbers for 
coins. 


Eleventh edition c1974. With this edition Holland Wallace became editor; 
Shafer and Wallace were dropped from the title page. Although Yeoman’s 
introduction and the dust jacket state that the cut-off date is now 1950, it 
appears that few post 1950 coins were removed from the catalog. 


(to be continued) 
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The printer’s devil 
by Joel Orosz 


AYBE the collapse of Communism is contagious, but it seems that good 
M news is breaking out all over for numismatists, especially for 
numismatic bibliophiles. It all began with the ANA’s decision to sell ANACS 
to the Amos Press. Back in the early 1980’s, when ANACS was bringing in 
over half the ANA’s revenue, I used to take cynical pleasure in musing that the 
ANA, the world’s largest collector’s organization, was being supported by 
investors’ money. It seemed to be poetic justice for what investors had done 
to numismatics. Alas, I had forgotten the golden rule: he who has the gold 
makes the rules. When P.C.G.S. invented the infamous eleven point mint state 
grading system the ANA had no choice but to make it their official grading 
system-- even though this was a system that their members didn’t need, didn’t 
want, and didn’t understand. The ANA has paid a terrible price for their 
dependence on investors. Now that the ANACS monkey is off the ANA’s 
‘back, let us hope that the investor’s grading scale will soon follow it. Surely 
a grading system can be devised that collectors need, want, and understand. In 
any case, hats off to the ANA board of governors for making this much 
needed decision. 

It is intriguing to speculate whether the ANA’s decision to sell ANACS, 
had it come a couple of years earlier, would have prevented the formation of 
The National Coin Collector’s Association. The NCCA was founded because 
of the opinion that the ANA had forsaken the collector. At this writing there 
is still considerable controversy about this development. On the one side are 
those who say that the best way to advance the cause of the collector is to stay 
inside the ANA and change it from within. On the other side are those who 
say that the collector deserves an organization devoted only to his interests. I 
am, quite frankly, not certain which of these rationales is the more persuasive. 
I am, however, willing to advance a prediction. The NCCA will provide some 
competition to the ANA, and the new organization’s journal, The U.S. coin 
collector, will likewise provide a competitor for The numismatist. The result 
will be a choice for collectors, with two organizations vying for their favor, 
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and an unqualified boon for bibliophiles, who should be able to enjoy two 
journals striving to please. It is an open question how long Mr William 
Atkinson, the founder of NCCA, can sustain what is now a one-man show. 
For as long as he is able, however, the two journals will strive to top each 
other, and their readers will be the winners. 

Even if The U.S. coin collector should fail, a recent event tells us that in 
numismatic literature, at least, there is life after death. The American journal of 
numismatics, which became a shade in 1919, has risen again as the AJN, second 
series. Although this is mainly a change in name-- the new AJN differs from its 
larva, Museum notes, mainly because of the addition of book reviews- this is 
still a wonderful development. The old AJN is one of the glories of American 
numismatic literature and forms the centerpiece of an advanced library. It is 
great, therefore, to welcome the resurrection of an old friend. » 

Finally, we should welcome the good news that pours off the presses every 
week. I think it is safe to say that at least seventy five percent of numismatic 
writers who have ever lived are alive and writing today. I cannot remember a 
time when the quantity or quality of publications has been as high as it is 
today, and I doubt that the graybeards among us can remember an era to 
match this one. I cannot think of a better time to be a reader and collector 
of numismatic literature. In case you have lost track, this issue marks the 
fourth consecutive year that The asylum has issued four separate numbers 
within a year. As anyone who has ever edited a journal will tell you, this is no 
mean feat. And, in your columnist’s unsolicited opinion, The asylum is better 
than ever. I propose an end of the year toast to David Block, who has wielded 
the editor’s axe with such skill since mid-1988. 

Since the holidays are upon us, it seems only appropriate to summarize 
this compendium of good news with a quote from Charles Dickens. It is not, 
as you might expect, from A Christmas carol, and it is not even complete, but 
for me, as I reflect on 1990, it is wholly accurate: "It was the best of times.” 

0 


Best wishes for a joyous holiday season and a prosperous New Year. 


OO 
David and Carling +, Z 
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Do any of these names ring a bell? 


BUYING 


Anything by or about... 


Anything from the libraries of... 


BECK, John A. 
BOOK, Robert D. 
BOYLE, F.N. 
BREED, Henry A. 
BUETTLER, W.L. 
BYRNE, Raymond A. 
CLAPP, George H. 


COATSWORTH, Earl A. 


COMINGO, E.G. 
COTTON, J.C. 
COURSIN, B.B. 


EASTWOOD, Sidney K. 


GIBBS, Howard 
GIES, Charles A. 
GLOCKNER, A., Jr. 
HALL, Charles S. 
HASLETT, W.R. 
HILDEBRAND, Jesse 
KELL Yoru 

KIRK, C.W. 

KIRK, Frank J. 
LOCKER, Perley W. 


MARKS, Lou F. 
MARLIER, George F. 
MASON, Lee F. 
MAYNARD, E.F. 
McKNIGHT, Henry 
MORGAN, S.H. 


* MURRAY, J.S. 


MURPHY, Sidney F. 
RAMSDEN, Thomas 
RIVETT, John 
RODE, George W. 


ROGERS, A.K. 
SCHMAUK, Benjamin T. 
SERMIN, Ferdinand 
SHINKLE, Charles H. 
SHIPMAN, R.W. 
SLOSS, James O. 
SOMERS, Robert G. 
WHITE, David J. 
WILHARM, G.F.E. 
WILSON, H.E. 
WOODSIDE, W.W. 


Numismatic Literature of Western Pennsylvania 
Books, Pamphlets, Catalogs, Photographs, 
Correspondence, Ephemera 


WAYNE K. HOMREN 
1810 Antietam St., Pittsburgh, PA 15206 
(412) 361-2722 evenings/weekends 


Winter, 1990 25 


NUMISMATICS 


Spink and Son Limited 
are always interested in being offered out-of-print 
books relating to all aspects of the subject, including: 


COINS 
MEDALS 
ORDERS, DECORATIONS & MEDALS. 
TOKENS 
NUMISMATIC JOURNALS 
BANKNOTES 
ROYAL MINT 


All Numismatic Manuscript Material 
of Any Period and in Any Language. 


BOOK DEPARTMENT 
5, 6 & 7 King Street, St. James’s, London SW1Y 6QS 
' Telephone: 01-930 7888. Telex: 916711 
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THE BRITISH SERIES—COINS, TOKENS, MEDALS 


BOOKS—current, out-of-print, antiquarian, fine editions 
CATALOGS—auction catalogs, price lists 
PERIODICALS—journals, dealer publications 


We specialize in the British series and try to be the major 
North American source for books related to British 
numismatics as well as handling references on ancient coins. 


We recently published a high quality update of the Dalton 
and Hamer reference on 18th century trade tokens. The 
publication included a specially bound fine quality edition 
with extra color photos as well as a very limited edition of 
copies interleaved with quadrille ruled pages using old-time 
ruling techniques. (Information available—please ask.) 


We also handle ancient coins and books related to them. 


We are interested in adding important books, auction 
catalogs and dealer lists on the series to our holdings. 


“Bibliomania” is an apt description for this facet of our 
personal and professional lives. 


Please get in touch. We issue catalogs of coins that include 

books and we are planning an auction of books in 1991 that 
will include important out-of-print and antiquarian books, 

auction catalogs and dealer lists of British material. 


Allan and Marnie Davisson 
Davisson’s Ltd. 

Cold Spring, MN 56320 
(612) 685-38385 


Winter, 1990 


...miles. That’s how far our numismatic staff has traveled 
in the last year to promote the coin collecting hobby. 

We're in constant contact with Accurate reporting, timely 
collectors and investors from all delivery, the hobby’s only 
walks of life. The vast amount of __ full-time Washington News 
information we receive daily is Bureau, the latest news and 
interpreted to bring you the trustworthy advertising. It’s 
up-to-the-minute news. yours, every week, in 

It takes an experienced, NUMISMATIC NEWS. 


dedicated staff to do this week Delivering The NEWS — It’s 
after week, issue after issue. What We Do Best! 

That’s a big reason why our = = 

flagship publication, numismatic news 
NUMISMATIC NEWS, is 

recognized as the hobby leader. 700 E. State St., lola, WI 54990 
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A Sample of Used Books for Sale 
from My Price List 


Canada: symbols of sovereignty. Swan ............+.- $25.00 
An intro. to the money & banking system of the U.S. .... 5.00 
Counterfeit gold coins. Dieffenbacher ............... 40.00 
The coinages of the world 1876. Scott/Matthews ....... 50.00 


Canadian currency exchange & finance, French period .... 150.00 


Canadian funds. Postage extra. Book list on request. 
If you have books for sale please contact me. 


Richard Stockley 
Box 64, Pierrefonds, Quebec, Canada H9H 4K8 


SAN FERNANDO BOOK GO. 


P.0. BOX 447 @ SAN FERNANDO, CA 361 


Specializing in 
Numismatics, Antiques & Collectibles 
(818) 362-2173 


WESTCHESTER FAIRE SHERMAN OAKS 
ANTIQUE MALL ANTIQUE MALL 
8655 South Sepulveda Blvd. 14034 Ventura Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90045 Sherman Oaks, CA 91423 
Y%, Mile North of LAX Airport Near Hazeltine 
Large Selection of Large Selection of 


Numismatic Books Books on Collectibles 


Winter, 1990 29 


| WANT TO BUY FOR MY LIBRARY 


| will purchase complete runs, duplicates, or 
single copies of the following periodicals: 


Scott Coin Collectors Journals 
Mason’s Monthlies — Mason’s Coin Journals 
Steigerwalt Coin Journals — The Curios & Pricelists 
Elder’s Monthly — Elder Magazines | 
Numismatic Antiquarian of Philadelphia 
Canadian Antiquarian Journals 
Proceedings of the American Archaeological Society 


Also Wanted 


ANA memorabilia-photographs—early convention 
programs—photographs of famous numismatists. 


Contact 


ARMAND CHAMPA 
P. O. Box 22316 
Louisville, KY 40222 
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Numismatic Literature 


Bought & Sold 


Catalogues Issued Periodically 


Free to NBS Members 


Charles Davis 
Box 1412 
Morristown, NJ 07962 


Tel: (201) 993 4431 Fax: (201) 993 5179 


Member since 1968 ANA, EAC; 
also ANS, NBS, NLG 


Winter, 1990 


WANTED 


[for outright purchase] 


OUT-OF-PRINT STANDARD REFERENCES ON 
ANCIENT & MODERN NUMISMATICS 


UNITED STATES AUCTION SALE CATALOGS 
PRIOR TO 1960 


ANTIQUARIAN BOOKS [before 1800] 


FINE BINDINGS 


WANTED 


[consignments for auction] 


FIRST LINE LIBRARIES 


SELLING 


WANT LISTS SOLICITED 
LET US ADD YOUR NAME TO OUR MAILING LIST 


JOHN F. BERGMAN 


4223 IROQUOIS AVE. 
LAKEWOOD, CA 90713 USA 


PHONE: (213) 421-0171 
AFTER 4 P.M. PST, AND ON WEEKENDS 


Wanna’ publish a book? A catalog? 


Every month I receive about 40 catalogs on subjects ranging 
from the latest SciFi titles to a $15,000 reprint of the Book 
of Kell. (I believe that’s the title. I was tempted to ask the 
discount on four or more copies, but I lost my nerve.) I trash 
some catalogs almost as soon as I open them, but I read most, 
seeking those titles for which I have potential buyers. 


Often I reproach myself for trashing catalogs that I haven't 
read, for, more than most readers, I’m well aware of the effort 
and near cost required to place a particular item in the mail. 
Paper and printing are relatively inexpensive, but typesetting, 
color separations, halftones, postage and advertising can 
shatter a cataloger’s hopes for a decent return on his time, 
stock costs and other expenses. It ain’t easy, or cheap. 


If you didn’t receive my 44-page List V you missed a classic 

according to those who sent their comments, not one of which 

was disparaging. Part of only one order was returned, with 

the client admitting to his mistake; 14 reordered one or more 

times. Notably, I met by letter or telephone many very nice, 

: interesting people, which justified most of my effort. (Pamper 
yourself! Send your name/address to receive List the Sixth.) 


Even if the next catalog in your mail looks "doggy" or dull, 
read it; give it a chance as you contemplate its contents, 
production effort and costs. And if you plan to publish a book 

. or a catalog, I invite your inquiries regarding its development 

. from typesetting to mailing. The magazine you're holding is 

» an example of the quality you'll receive from x 


Carling’s of Florida * 


-P.O. Drawer 580, Pomona Park, FL 32181-0580 
(904) 649-9730 


